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nonprofits are scrambling to find
winter shelter and the city is and
should be supporting those efforts in
every way we can.

Whether the fairgrounds is made
available for shelter through January
or February or March, congregate
“temporary” long-term shelter is not
healthy and will come to an end,
and in most cases with better long-
term care for those who lost their
homes. I would like to acknowledge
and state my appreciation for the
care and assistance provided by Red
Cross during this crisis.

Karl Ory
Chico

Editor’s note: Mr. Ory is a
member of the local Red Cross
advisory board. “The opinion in
the letter is my own,” he tells the
CN&R.

About the shutdown

Re “Trump’s destructive show-
down” (Editorial, Jan. 10):

Congress cannot give the presi-
dent what he is asking for under
current conditions. As of today,
Jan. 20, 2019, the president is
asking for $5.7 billion to construct
a wall on our southern border. He
has rejected compromise proposals
negotiated by both political parties
that would fund border security—
sometimes in amounts greater than
he is now asking for.

But because Congress won’t
explicitly fund the wall, he has shut
down portions of the federal govern-
ment, denying hundreds of thou-
sands of government employees and
contractors their paychecks. (Some
will get back pay when government
reopens, many will not.)

Families and businesses
dependent on laid-off workers
are also suffering. If the president
successfully inflicts sufficient pain
on American families that Congress
surrenders to his wishes, then
democracy itself is compromised.
When one person overrules the
entire Congress, that person is
effectively a dictator—able to force
Congress to do his or her bidding
by threatening future damage to
American families.

Giving in to a president under
these conditions guarantees similar
behavior in the future, and is a
large step down the road to the
death of democracy in America.
Congress must not give in to these
tactics.

Richard Young
Chico

Time to let your representa-
tives know you want them to
“deal” with the president on: 1)
the barrier—you can call it seal-
ing—on our southern border; 2)
deal with the DACA children; and
3) open the government!

If you are thinking: “My one email
or call won’t make a difference,”
you’re wrong. Their staff keeps
track of the numbers, yes or no!

Also, don’t just make your
feelings known to the party of your
choice, send your opinions to all
our representatives in Washington,
D.C. Just so you know: President
Trump is in his office waiting for
Congress to do something!

“It is the duty of a true patriot
to protect its country from the
government!”—Thomas Paine.

Time to be a patriot! Email or
write your thoughts to our elected
officials.

Loretta Ann Torres
Chico

Our representative voted against
any bill passed in the House to
reopen essential branches of the
federal government. Why? There
are national parks in his district and
lots of business owners who are
dependent on those visitors’ dollars.
Now onto federal workers who
have to pay their mortgage/rent on
the first. Our fearless representative
must be of the same mindset of
Trump, who said, “They’ll make
adjustments, they always do.”

Bring on the new homeless
folks. Yes, this is what it comes to;
those of you who voted for Trump
should’ve seen it coming. He
doesn’t pay his contractors either,
so take it to court. Wait, they close
this week. Oh well, at least Trump
loves the “poorly educated.” All
this over a wall for a fake crisis
made up by a fake president who
said Mexico would pay.

Frank Oddo
Oroville

Remembering Korematsu

Jan. 30 is the 100th birthday of
Fred T. Korematsu, in whose honor
the date has become a California
state holiday.

Korematsu was an American
civil rights activist who refused to
go to this country’s incarceration
camps for Japanese Americans
during World War II.

In 1942, after he was arrested
and convicted of defying the
government’s order, he appealed
his case all the way to the Supreme

Court. In 1944, the Supreme Court
ruled against him, arguing that the
incarceration was justified due to
military necessity. Supreme Court
Justice Frank Murphy dissented in
the case, declaring, “I dissent from
this legalization of racism.” This
is the first Supreme Court opinion
ever to use the word “racism.”
Young Korematsu was ordered to
join his family in one of the 10
incarceration camps.

The displacement and incarcera-
tion of all my elders into prison
camps resembles what’s currently
happening with the Latino immi-
grant community, those seeking
refuge from violence and danger.

One of the last things Fred
Korematsu said was “protest, but
not with violence and don’t be
afraid to speak up.”

Let’s honor our own immigrant
ancestors by welcoming new
incoming immigrants. Let’s meet
them at our southern border with
open arms and hearts.

Diane Suzuki
Chico

More on POTUS

Do we really need a State of the
Union speech? For those who have
been paying attention, we already
know: Our air is descending

into filthy skies; our water is the
marine life’s nightmare; our natural
resources are being auctioned off
for pillage; our standing in the
world as the beacon of achieve-
ment has been darkened; President
Trump has turned his back on
America to enrich himself.

Our Comrade-in-Chief is
implementing programs that are
benefiting Russia, and a complicit
Republican Congress is colluding
with him to execute these policies
that are undermining our democ-
racy. Corporations and self-serving
billionaires are spending millions
of dollars to buy politicians who
will do their bidding: tax cuts for
the rich; dismantle regulations;
assault workers’ rights; deny
climate change. The president’s
cabinet is rife with dishonesty and
ignorance. The very foundation of
our society is threatened, which
undermines the rule of law.

We need the corruption removed
from the Oval Office and Congress.
We need leadership that will stand
before the American people and
deliver an honest assessment as to
the fate of the union.

Roger S. Beadle
Chico

Questions about Koppers

Crickets for Oroville when it comes
to toxic debris questions about
dumping of the Camp Fire debris in
city limits.

For days, officials have been
ignoring the health and welfare and air
quality questions of Orovillians. State
Sen. Jim Nielsen and Assemblyman
James Gallagher are unavailable; do
not return calls regarding the use of
the Koppers Superfund site. FEMA,
California EPA and the OES are also
without comment. The Butte County
Air Quality Management District
planner twice promised to email me
resources and information during tele-
phone calls, but that hasn’t happened.

Why truck toxic debris 26 miles?
Do cleanup in Paradise. It’s an oppor-
tunity to modernize Paradise. The
water lines need to be replaced—so
why not install underground electric-
ity, phone, cable and sewers at that
time, and ensure new construction
has state-subsidized solar? Nineteen-
thousand structures without sewer
is shameful. Update Paradise for
residents and businesses.

The Tubbs Fire lost 5,800
structures 15 months ago. Only 50
structures have been rebuilt. There
is no hurry for Paradise. So, why
the rush by FEMA, the collusion of
the EPA, and crickets from all our
elected officials?

Thirty years I’ve asked for an
air-quality monitor for the county
seat. Oroville has not received one.
Why?

Pam Leis
Oroville

Clarification

In “Cleaning up a mess”
(Newslines, by Meredith J. Cooper,
Jan. 10), the state’s soil testing
process was oversimplified. Crews
test nearby undamaged soil prior

to cleanup to set a baseline, then
remove debris, then test to ensure
soil in the debris area meets the
baseline. Contaminants found will
prompt further debris removal. Once
cleared, a notice—not a certificate—
of completion will be provided. We
apologize for the confusion. The
story has been clarified online.

More letters online:

We’ve got too many letters for this space.
Please go to www.newsreview.com/chico
for additional readers’ comments

on past CN&R articles. k
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