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from spatulas to towels, needed to be
replaced. That adds up quickly.

“It was just incredible. I feel like they
took care of the needs we didn’t even
know we needed,” Laura Rotton said. “It’s
been just a huge blessing.”

On top of that, the amount of assis-
tance has been stress-relieving, she added.
The couple have been able to buy things
that they want instead of “thinking about
pinching pennies.” That’s what they did
while saving up to buy their first home in

“It was just incredible.
I feel like they took
care of the needs we

didn’'t even know we
needed. It's been just a
huge blessing.”

—Laura Rotton

Paradise two years ago. It’s now in ashes.

The company has helped in other ways
as well, Rotton said, giving its employees
flexibility in terms of time off to help them
schedule appointments related to fire recov-
ery and getting their lives back in order.

Scarff said Ray Morgan knows the
recovery will not happen overnight, and
he is confident the company will continue
to rally behind those who need help. It
also has been fortunate that so many of its
employees have been able to resettle in the
area—only four have left Butte County,
and two of them were able to transfer to
other Ray Morgan branches.

Ray Morgan employees Laura Rotton, left, and Diane
Lewandowski have resettled in apartments in Chico
with their families after the Gamp Fire.
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“We always use the term RMC fam-
ily. And that’s the way we feel about our
employees. They needed help and we
wanted to help,” he said. “It was a horrific
event, but it sure is incredible to watch
so many people within our organization,
along with friends within our industry,
how much they’ve rallied to support those
that needed help.”

Rotton told the CN&R she has been
touched not only by how her employer has
provided assistance but also by how her co-
workers have stepped up. Her colleagues
held a mini fundraiser for her, and one day
surprised her with cash. A co-worker told
Rotton, “We’re going shopping.”

“It’s meant so much. This was already
our forever career place,” Rotton said,
“and this just really showed the true spirit
of the RMC family.”

Though it was initially difficult for
Lewandowski to take in the overwhelm-
ing generosity after Nov. 8, that feeling
shifted, becoming one of heartwarming
acceptance.

Months out, everyone has continued to
check in with survivors. They’ve formed a
tight-knit group, Lewandowski said, trad-
ing advice on virtually everything related
to the recovery effort, from debris removal
to purchasing new cars.

Like Rotton, she has experienced
countless instances of generosity. In those
early weeks especially, “if somebody
needed something, they’d bring it in.”

Even the little things that aren’t neces-
sities mean a lot. One of Lewandowski’s
co-workers started bringing her coffee
every day. Several brought in homemade
meals to share, like tamales and rice.

“It’s things like that, where we’re a big
company, but we’re very family-oriented,”
she said. “It’s a lot of love.”

—ASHIAH SCHARAGA
ashiahs@newsreview.com
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Anna May Wong

-HOLLYWOOD LEGEND-
By William Wong Foey

Chinese-American author William Wong Foey proud-
ly announces the release of his fifth novel, Anna May
Wong - an inspiring fictional account of the world's
first and only major female Asian movie star.

Anna May Wong is the powerful story about one
woman'’s fight against crushing racism and chau-
vinism in the era of the 1930s and ‘40s. Ms. Wong
fought both the major film studios and her own
demons for significant screen roles that normally
went to white actresses made up to look Asian.

AIA MAY WO
~HOLLYWOOD LEGEND -

Before there was #metoo there was Anna May Wong.

It was an era where the only roles available to

Asian actresses were those of either stereotypical
prostitutes or maids. The reader will learn about one
woman’s struggle for her own self-worth against the
powerful movie moguls of the Golden Age of movie
making, and during the rising Nazism in pre-World
War Il

ANNA MAY WONG

Available in Paperback $14.00
and Kindle $2.99

Look for William Wong Foey on Amazon
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Quality Service
Reliability

John and Claudia Ginno opened Ginno's
Appliance in 1952. They built their business

on quality, service, and reliability. Carrying on
these values set by their parents sons David &
Gordon have grown Ginno's Kitchen & Appliance
to the largest builder distribution center north of
Sacramento.

delivery, and competitive financing.

This dedication to their customers continues to
this day. Whether you're current appliance just
stopped working, you're looking to update your
old appliances, or you need help designing your
kitchen, trust the people who have been serving
the needs of Butte County for 66 years...Ginno's
Kitchen & Appliance Center.

GiNNOS

Kitchen & Appliance

To meet the needs of both contractors and retail
customers the Ginno brothers carry the name
brands most trusted in the Appliance industry;
GE, Whirlpool, Kitchen Aid, Amana, Maytag,
Frigidaire, Electrolux, Samsung, Bosch, Sub-Zero,
Wolf, Viking and many more. As the North Valley’s
largest independent appliance dealer Ginno's can
offer customers; low prices, a complete service
department, knowledgeable sales consultants,

2505 Zanella Way | Chico [530.342.2182 | www.ginnos.com
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