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Loretta graduated from Chico 
State, worked as a grief counselor, 
then in the university’s EOP office 
in the early 1980s.

In her off hours, Loretta founded 
a women’s newspaper, The New 
Voice. She also co-starred with 
Rose Febbo on KZFR’s cooking 
show, Mangia with the Mamas.

Loretta met the love of her life, 
the late professor Homer Metcalf, in 
the 1980s. They married and threw 
wild, joyous parties at their Cohasset 
lake and estate while spending 
community time in LaSalles as part 
of the “Westenders’ Club.” (Their 
photo hangs above the bar.)

Loretta and Homer contributed 
to the Chico Creek Nature Center, 
the Feminist Women’s Health 
Center and KZFR. Loretta worked 
as a hospice volunteer and guided 
me into hospice counseling follow-
ing my mother’s death in 2011.

Loretta was a dynamic, vibrant 
role model for the women of Chico. 
Please tune in to KZFR Monday 
(Feb. 25), at 10 a.m., as host Dave 
Guzzetti toasts Loretta with her 
favorite music and local friends. 
Patrick and Sheila Metcalf and 
Loretta’s loving grandkids will be 
happy you did.

Vernon Andrews
Chico

Not antisemitism
I am sick to death of criticism 
of Israel being conflated with 
antisemitism. It cheapens the 
terrible reality of true antisemitism, 
and constrains American citizens 
from their obligation to take action 
against human rights abuses, 
particularly those empowered by 
the U.S. government. 

Palestinians in their homeland 
are violently oppressed by Israeli 
policies, many fear to the point of 
genocide. U.S. citizens who criticize 
Israeli policies, advocate for BDS 
and demand justice for Palestine are 
expressing outrage against human 
rights violations. [These actions 
have] nothing to do with prejudice 
against the Jewish people.

I am a Jewish American and 
registered Democrat. I am ashamed 
that accusations of antisemitism are 
being used by our most powerful 
elected officials—Nancy Pelosi, 
Chuck Schumer and Donald 
Trump—to protect Israel’s cruel and 
inhumane policies.

The strident criticism of Ilhan 
Omar’s honest comments about the 
power of American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee and the Israeli 

lobby over U.S. policy, and of 
Rashida Tlaib’s simple suggestion 
that a congressional delegation 
travel to Palestine, reveals the 
stranglehold Israel has over our 
government. I implore my fellow 
citizens to speak out in defense of 
democracy, against our govern-
ment’s protection of injustice.

“To learn who rules over you, 
simply find out who you are not 
allowed to criticize” —Voltaire

Emily Alma
Chico

Where’s the Shasta Pack?
I’m deeply saddened and concerned 
by the loss of, and the circumstances 
surrounding, the Shasta Pack. 

It is highly unlikely that the 
wolves would suddenly “pack 
up” and leave. Furthermore, it 
is disturbing that their sudden 
departure came a few weeks after a 
standoff between ranchers and wolf 
advocates and a sighting of wolves 
feeding on a calf carcass.

Killing in retribution should 
not be the answer. Barriers and 
avoidance strategies are. Livestock 
growers, wolf advocates and hunters 
should share “tending the flock.” 

I will gladly contribute to 
funding for ranchers who have lost 
animals to wolves. I also expect 
responsible people to pay the cost 
of replacement for a wolf killed by 
humans or their animals. Because 
wolves have protected status, 
ecological value as a top carnivore, 
are scarce and have commercial 
value as tourist attractions, their 
value is significantly higher than a 
calf, lamb or pet. 

Competitive interests have 
driven the value of both private and 
public land to the breaking point. 
I believe open range grazing is the 
healthiest way to raise livestock. We 
also need to preserve even greater 
range for wolves on public land. 
With cooperative management, we 
can provide for the needs of present 
and future generations.

Dick Cory
Chico

Camp Fire care
We have been providing health 
care to our community for over 40 
years, and like so many in the area, 
we at Women’s Health Specialists 
understand the great loss that so 
many have faced, and immediately 
felt the strong desire to reach out to 
survivors and their families. 

In order to better help serve our 

beloved neighbors and community 
members who have been impacted 
by the Camp Fire, we were able 
to obtain a grant that allows us to 
provide rides to and from appoint-
ments at our clinic until the end of 
March, for a variety of reproductive 
health services for men and women 
who were affected by the fire, 
whether it be because they are a 
survivor, housed survivors after the 
fire, or received medical care from 
an affected provider. 

We are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to offer help and support to 
our community in any way that we 
can. Some of our staff were deeply 
affected by the Camp Fire, and we 
continue to keep all survivors in our 
hearts, as we understand that the jour-
ney to recovery is a long and arduous 
road, and has only just begun.

Laura Morehouse
Chico

America, the oligarchy
Political discussion around Venezuela 
rarely mentions our embargoes or 
sanctions that have driven Venezuela 
into the ditch. No mention of CIA 
money and support for the opposition 
that continue to destabilize. 

How about some comparisons, 
including our destruction of the 
Middle East, with the same excuses: 
“We are bringing freedom and 
democracy.” No mention of the 
fact that our ideas of freedom and 
democracy come at the cost of 
destruction and death. How many 
of the dead are enjoying our form 
of freedom and democracy? How 
about those who have lost loved 
ones, homes and communities? 
Why is it that only oil- and mineral-
rich nations must be saved by our 
righteous bombing and destruction? 
How much have the leaders we 
have installed in place of the 
“despots” done for their citizens? 

You must be asleep not to 
recognize that we are no longer a 
democracy ourselves, according 
to Princeton and Harvard, which 
have declared that we are now 
officially an oligarchy. Maybe we 
need to start a bombing and killing 
rampage here, to save ourselves for 
our own democracy. 

Jeanne Thatcher
Chico

More letters online: 
We’ve got too many letters for this space. 
please go to www.newsreview.com/chico  
for additional readers’ comments  
on past cn&r articles.

530.899.8297
canterburycabins.com

Just Approved! 
by City of Chico and Butte County to place 

on Your Property as a secondary unit and/or
Move it to Paradise and Live on Your 

Homesite while you Rebuild!

Why live in a tin can with 2” 
walls and plastic toilets when 

you can live in a beautiful little 
home w ith all t he am enities.                               

Granite countertops            
*Concrete siding *Full size kitchen  

Appliances - Washer & Dryer 
available!  

More pictures and floor plans at 
canterburycabins.com  

Model Home on Display at               
15 Co mmerce Ct , Suit e 100                                  

(off Meyers)
Open House every Saturday 10-3   

or by Appointment

15 Commerce Ct, Suite 100, Chico, CA




