
10 CN&R M a r c h 7,  2 0 1 9

NEWSLINES
c o n t inue d fr o M pa g e  9

better example.”
Ultimately, the council decided 

to create an advisory committee 
that will consider the regulation 
of commercial cannabis, with dis-
cussion including but not limited 
to the types and number of busi-
nesses allowed, where they can be 
located, and the permitting process. 
Committee members will apply and 
be chosen by the council, and must 
include representation from several 
areas, including business, realty, 
education and the cannabis industry. 
City staff, including a law enforce-
ment and code enforcement repre-
sentative, will be present. 

The vote fell 4-3, with Morgan 
and Councilwomen Kasey Reynolds 
and Ann Schwab dissenting. 
Schwab advocated for a slower 
process, adding that more questions 
need to be answered, including the 
implications of moving forward 
while cannabis is federally illegal, 
potential impacts on crime and how 
much the city could gain in taxes—
or lose to a black market if those 
taxes are too high. 

More than 20 attendees spoke 
to the issue, most in protest of the 
effort. Many cited fears of increased 
crime and easier access for children. 
More than a dozen picketed outside 
the chambers before the meeting.  

Pat Jones advocated for a crime-
prevention committee, and said 
she was concerned about increased 
cases of illegal activity and mental 
illness. “You’re really playing with 
the lives of a lot of our teenagers 
and our students at the college,” she 
said. 

Speaking for the other side, 
Jessica MacKenzie, head of 
the Inland Cannabis Farmers’ 
Association, said there is a mature, 
robust cannabis industry that has 
been here for more than 20 years—
and it has been unregulated. 

“I don’t think the conversation is 
about ‘cannabis is good, cannabis is 
bad,’” she said. “I think the conver-
sation is about, we have an unregu-
lated industry that we’re trying to 
move into a regulated industry, 
where we can benefit from revenue, 
we can benefit from controls, we 
can benefit from safety, we can ben-
efit from jobs.” 

 There will be a two-week nomi-
nation period for applicants wishing 
to be on the committee.

—AshiAh schArAgA
a s h i a h s@news r e v i ew. c om

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY & SSI

“We help YOU through the System”
We assist with paperwork!

LAw OffICES Of BETSY H. ALBERTS
Over 35 years of experience.

976 Mangrove, Chico • 530.893.8387

Attorney at Law

Need a 
 Contractor?

(530) 370-5086

AFTER

BEFORE

License #998460

- General / Plumbing / Electrical Contractor

- Full / Partial Home Remodels

- Ground up Construction

- Design Consultation

- 34 Years of Experience

C H I CO P E R FO R M A N C E S P R E S E N T S

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE UNIVERSITY BOX OFFICE AT (530)-898-6333  
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.CHICOPERFORMANCES.COM

KEN WALDMAN
and the Wild Men
TUESDAY, MARCH 12 | 7:30 P.M.
HARLEN ADAMS THEATRE | CSU, CHICO
TICKETS:  $18 ADULT | $16 SENIOR | $10 YOUTH & CHICO STATE STUDENT

“Picture Walt Whitman 
jamming with the  

Carter Family.” 

— The State, Columbia SC

A Ken Waldman performance 
mixes original poetry, 
stories, and “old-time” 
music with roots in 
Appalachia and bluegrass. 

On stage he’ll be joined by local 
favorites Sourdough Slim and Gordy 
Ohliger, as well as Willi Carlisle and 
Kevin Carr in an evening of music and 
stories that are meant to be shared 
intimately with a community, as well as 
among friends down at Grange hall. GORDY OHLIGER

 SOURDOUGH SLIM




