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Deutsche marks than a teenage 
soldier could afford or even calcu-
late at that time. Total terror assured 
it never happened again. 

If cameras were installed along 
Highway 99 between Los Molinos 
and Chico—where mindless 
imbeciles risk lives daily by passing 
each other at 100 mph, regard-
less of weather, while tailgating 
constantly—there would be plenty 
of excess revenue available. Then 
officials could siphon what is neces-
sary to satisfy their demented greed, 
repair all of the state’s infrastructure, 
and feed and shelter everyone. 
Perhaps Americans still are not 
as practical and innovative as the 
Germans, even half a century later.

Kenneth B. Keith
Los Molinos

Cleanup worries
With the weather changing and 
things drying out, it’s time to 
wonder what the truckloads from 
Paradise will bring. I saw a picture 
of an accident on Neal Road, 
where a truck from the Camp Fire 
overturned and spilled the load. 
There on the ground lay concrete, 
dirt and ash. I thought that all loads 
leaving Paradise were to be washed, 
nontoxic. We were told this in 
public meetings. 

Knowing that dirt and ash have 
a high probability of carrying toxic 
chemicals, I was alarmed. I sent a 
letter to Butte County supervisors 
expressing my concerns regarding 
public safety. I feel when dry, 
we will see possible toxic clouds 
everywhere. I talked to the [agency 
responsible for] debris management 
and they told me they only monitor 
using CHP to see if anything falls 
from the trucks. 

The Butte County Air Quality 
Management District told me that 
air-quality monitors are supposed 
to be placed along the routes and at 
the sites receiving materials. This 
has not been done. We have no idea 
what our exposure will be once the 
wind blows. The cement is going to 
be crushed and reused and I think it 
is very toxic, too. In all, this is very 
dangerous to everyone.  

Zane Libert
Palermo

‘Lifesaving reform’
People are waking to the possibility 
of Medicare for All, a transforma-
tive health care reform that would 
provide quality care to all people, 

regardless of wealth, age or 
employment.  

Rep. Pramila Jayapal has intro-
duced the Medicare for All Act of 
2019, legislation that has come at a 
time when upward of 70 percent of 
Americans support expanding this 
loved and proven program.

The movement for Medicare for 
All is snowballing, and no wonder! 
Millions of people in America are 
not receiving health care because 
they simply can’t afford it. We’ve 
heard enough stories: delaying a 
test because of high copays and 
deductibles; skipping doses because 
prescriptions are too expensive; 
or turning to bankruptcy and 
GoFundMe to deal with outrageous 
medical bills. People are dying 
unnecessarily. 

To realize Medicare for All, 
health care activists like myself 
are organizing our communities 
to build our grassroots movement 
and persuade legislators to pass this 
lifesaving reform.  

Join us! Call your congressional 
representatives and demand that 
they co-sponsor the Medicare for 
All Act. Show up at your local 
Medicare for All organizing party 
(medicare4all.org/actions)!

Now is the time to act. Do it for 
the health of yourself, your family, 
and everybody.

Pamela Stowe
Chico

American nightmares
Remember lying in bed at night 
knowing there was a monster 
hiding in the closet, or under your 
bed? You’d cry out for Mommy 
and Daddy, and they’d look in the 
closet, shine a light under the bed, 
and assure you that it was safe, plug 
in a nightlight, pat you goodnight, 
and with a smile say “happy now?”, 
then close the door. 

The spiteful child-like president 
has his own monster: a “caravan” of 
drug cartels, murderers, rapists and 
sex traffickers smuggling duct-taped 
women into America, crossing the 
border so they can kill Americans 
in their sleep. Like a child’s fear of 
the night, the monster is coming so 
Trump pleads for a nightlight, aka 
“the wall,” because he told everyone 
there would be one and it would 
protect them from the monster.

The adults in the room see 
Trump’s monster as delusional, a 
waste of money and an affront to 
American dignity. Meanwhile, the 
Republicans in Congress have their 

own monster and it’s Trump. Their 
nightlight is capitulation: they’ll 
cheer his wall; he won’t tweet 
nasty things about them to his base; 
they’ll keep their jobs; and they will 
sleep like children safe from the 
monster. Happy now?

Roger S. Beadle
Chico

‘Fascist legislation’
Forget the gender pay gap. Racial 
pay gap is passé. You’re suffering 
from the opinion pay gap today. 
It’s not what you look like, it’s who 
you like.

Thanks to our government and 
the Israeli lobby, if you don’t like 
what some regime is doing a world 
away and choose not to buy their 
products, you can be docked in pay.

Companies are required to sign 
a pledge promising not to support 
financial boycotts of Israel in order 
to be considered for employment. 
Or they can support a boycott of 
Israel, but bid at least 20 percent 
below competitors for the same 
work. That’s some modern fascist 
legislation that takes freedom away 
from Americans that they’ve had for 
centuries: the ability to choose your 
associates—it’s literally written in the 
U.S. Constitution! But no surprise 
coming from a government actively 
and conspicuously overthrowing 
several legitimate (and oil rich) coun-
tries around the world, while stop-
ping humanitarian aid to Palestine.

Specifically punishing typical 
American people for their belief 
in peaceful nonviolent interaction 
with fascist businesses—Zionist 
governments and corrupt entities 
in general—turns those Americans 
into de facto Palestinians.

David Kiefer
Chico

More letters online: 
We’ve got too many letters for this space. 
please go to www.newsreview.com/chico  
for additional readers’ comments  
on past cn&r articles.

Correction
Last week’s Greenways (see 
“Hashtag movement,” by Evan 
Tuchinsky) incorrectly stated that 
filmmaker Nirvan Mullick had 
traveled to Washington, D.C., with 
Camp Fire survivors who met with 
lawmakers for a town hall and other 
meetings related to climate change. 
The story has been corrected online. 
—ed.
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