
LETTERS c o n t inue d o n pa g e  6

Send email to cnrletters@newsreview.comLETTERS

a p R iL  4 ,  2 0 1 9 CN&R 5

Pensions over the public 
Re “The problem is pensions” 
(Letters, by Dave Howell) and 
“Mark of austerity” (Second & 
Flume, by Melissa Daugherty, 
March 28):

Bidwell Park has suffered 
deferred maintenance since massive 
layoffs of park staffers over the last 
six years. The park division was 
absorbed into Public Works. Like 
Dave Howell said, the problem is 
“the unsustainable cost of govern-
ment employee compensation.” 
I’ll add, top-heavy management. 
Twelve management positions over-
seeing the park cost over $1 million 
in total compensation. The park 
division has only five “maintenance 
workers,” amounting to less than 
$300,000 in total compensation. 
While staff defers maintenance 
in the park, they continue to pay 
almost $20 million a year toward 
their pensions, about $8 million of 
that toward the pension deficit. 

At the April 2 City Council 
meeting, staff recommends renewal 
of the CalPERS agreement, 

requiring employees to pay only 11 
percent of the cost of their pensions. 
As long as the council and staff 
continue to place the pensions ahead 
of the public, infrastructure will 
continue to be shortchanged, includ-
ing Bidwell Park. 

Juanita Sumner
Chico

Academic hot air
Re “Hot flash” (Greenways, by 
Evan Tuchinsky); “Savor the flap” 
(Chow, by Jason Cassidy); “Poetry, 
Stonewall art and the airport choir” 
(Arts DEVO, by Jason Cassidy); 
and “Mark of austerity” (Second 
& Flume, by Melissa Daugherty, 
March 28): 

After reading the customary envi-
ronmental “tipping point” musings 
of local academics—(enviably) able 
to pay their mortgages by saying 
silly things about peddling around 
under the leafy canopy of Dear Old 
Chico—I flip a few more pages 
and see that beef (flap steak?) is 
rhapsodized in “melt in your mouth” 
language. Gosh, I thought beef was 

the most environmentally objection-
able food product on the planet. 

Next, we have a flock of 
high-school-age songbirds, burn-
ing barrels of oil winging to the 
Emerald Isle for a choir gig. Isn’t 
that the first thing we’d teach our 
young ’uns not to do, if all this talk 
of environmental mayhem was 
more than so much methane escap-
ing the trousers of affluent liberals?  

And speaking of the leafy 
canopy, it should be noted that 
while the loss of 27 oaks is being 
rightfully scrutinized, all of our 
local parks and waterways are being 
defoliated at ground level; this 
being yet another campaign in the 
war on the homeless. We live in a 
country where homeless men are 
routinely incarcerated and coerced 
into providing slave labor. In some 
cases, clearing the same parkland 
that might provide minimal refuge 
when, once again, they are dumped 
onto our streets.  

Patrick Newman
Chico

Cesar’s
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Free eStimate!
530.854.0221

• 10 Years 
   Experience!
• Yard Care
• Tree Trimming
• Gutter Cleaning
• Sprinkler Repair

Monthly  
Support Group
Monday, April 15 5:30-7:30pm

CALL FOR LOCATION.  

•	 Patients Helping Patients        
•	We Share Facts/Information   

Help Line: (530) 877-6666

HAVE LYME?
Think you might have Lyme? 

www.thelymecenter.org

Medical Solutions

New Priced Medicare Plans 
WITH or WITHOUT Deductibles

Authorized to Offer

Endorsed

Medicare Plans
from

CA Lic. # 0294026 
Covered CA Lic. #2000001613

John Warwick 
Insurance

1907 Mangrove Ave, Suite B
Across Street from S&S Produce

530-891-5433
Call nOW 

fOr an 
appOInTmenT 

John Warwick
Certified Senior Advisor

any 
HOspITal

any 
DOCTOr

*Who accepts Medicare

DONATE  
YOUR CAR

Cars For A Cause  
helps support Arc’s Family Support 

Programs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 
families when you donate your car.

* 100% Tax Dexuctible
*  We accept Vehicles  

Running or Not

* Free Vehicle Pickup
*  We take care of all 

paperwork and DMVRunning or Not

Make a difference in your 
community, call TODAY!

Call 343-3666

Now Serving Chico at Two Locations!
178 East 7th St (530) 342-7163  | Chico Mall (530) 809-4151

www.shuberts.com

Hop on over  for some 
Tasty Treats

An Easter Tradition for 81 years




