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PID, public need help
Re “Long road ahead” (Newslines, 
by Meredith J. Cooper, March 28):

Paradise Irrigation District 
indicated that its system has 
benzene contamination, so we have 
to assume that if the water was 
turned on to the home, that water 
infrastructure may be contaminated. 
Dr. Andrew Whelton indicates that 
capturing benzene molecules is 
difficult. He advises specific proto-
cols for accurate testing: allowing 
the water to fallow for 72 hours and 
testing two to three locations with 
one being the water heater. 

State Regional Water Quality 
[Control] indicated to me that 
they had conducted 20 tests, and 
none were positive. These tests are 
expensive, and we have not advised 
our clients to conduct them. I asked 
people to please let me know if they 
had gotten a benzene detect and are 
willing to share these results. This is 
important for us to track. Whelton 
affirmed that he has been contacted 
by those with contamination issues. 

In-home testing is important for 
the community. The cost of this 
testing should not be on the citizens. 
PID is not responsible for this 
contamination. The district should 
not be responsible for the cost and 
manpower needed to do this test-
ing. This testing needs to be done 
immediately, frequently and the 
results need to be as transparent as 
confidentiality laws will allow. 

Kristin Cooper 
Durham

Editor’s note: The author, who 
was quoted in the aforementioned 
story, is a co-owner of North State 
Water Treatment. 

Of pills and robbers
Re “Crime of the times” 
(Healthlines, by Evan Tuchinsky, 
March 28):

The robberies of pharmacies 
in Butte County, in which thieves 
jump over the counters to grab 
medicines, are another reason for 
the need for improved Medicare 
for All that calls for doctors to talk 
with patients about proper diet and 
cutting down on sugars, and also 
exercise. This is also a reason why 
such a plan must cover and strongly 
encourage, whenever possible, 
alternative care such as chiropractic, 
acupuncture, naturopathy and 
supplements, including CBD oil and 
medicinal marijuana. 

If these terrible drugs would 

as much as possible be strongly 
discouraged—and that includes 
benzodiazepines like Klonopin 
and sleeping pills, in addition to 
opioids—there wouldn’t be the need 
for pharmacies to have so many of 
those drugs in their stores. These 
drugs simply make people sicker 
and even cause death.

Walter Ballin
Chico

Editor’s note: For more on 
Medicare for All, see this week’s 
guest comment on page 4.

‘Plethora of evidence’
Re “‘No collusion’—now what?” 
(Editorial, March 28):

George Mason and many other 
Founding Fathers argued convinc-
ingly of the need to impeach and 
expel presidents abusing their office 
and striving for despotism. We did 
not need then nor do we need now 
support derived from a report. We 
already have a plethora of evidence 
of Trump’s callous, damning disre-
gard for law, civility and proper use 
of powers. 

It matters less that we are 
assured of his ultimate conviction 
than our insisting that representa-
tives honor their sworn obligations 
to at least chastise by way of 
impeachment our scoundrel-as-
president. Impeachment is itself 
damning. To not impeach him is to 
allow unchecked abuse of powers 
by a conspicuously inept, boorish 
pretender. 

What we have thus far suffered 
is a restrained Trump. Were he 
elected to a second term, we may 
well suffer an even more abusive 
presidency. Impeachment efforts 
would at minimum signal intoler-
ance of what is for Trump business 
as usual. It would also indicate to 
other nations our unwillingness 
to tolerate so spoiled a president. 
Conducting formal impeachment 
proceedings would be a first step 
in attempting to heal our damaged 
democracy. 

William Todd-Mancillas
Chico

Fire friends revisited
Re “Frank and Molly” (Guest 
comment, by Ron Angle, March 7):

Recently, in the CN&R 
commentary, I wrote of my new 
friends who were trying to get by 
in the post-Camp Fire era. Molly, 
a mature and family-oriented 
formerly stray black and white 
cat, is doing very well. Frank, an 

older Paradise renter who lost his 
residence in the fire, is not doing 
so well. He is still living in his car. 
Folks in his position—elderly and 
a person of color—do not have the 
social service workers trampling 
over their feet trying to help. Frank 
needed some small propane bottles 
for cooking and heating. As it 
happens, I had eight bottles I no 
longer needed. 

Which brought this thought 
to me: What do you have in your 
garage that you no longer need? 
Why not have a periodic large 
community “garage sale” open to 
those still struggling after the Camp 
Fire? Let’s give them a personal 
hand. 

Ron Angle
Chico

Another view of Israel 
Time to look up some history, then 
let’s take the current affairs in Israel. 
Its citizens (both Arabs and Jews) 
have rockets fired at them continu-
ally from the Gaza Strip. Some land, 
some don’t. When the Israelis hit 
back, they’re criticized for hitting 
harder. Who is in the right?

No matter your opinion about 
how Israel was formed in 1948, 
we must deal with today’s events. 
Arabs live in Israel as well as Jews. 
Arabs are able to vote in free elec-
tions. Israel gave up the Gaza Strip 
in a peace deal voted on by Israel’s 
government. The Gaza Strip has 
given Hamas (a terrorist organiza-
tion) a place from which to fire the 
aforementioned rockets.

Will there ever be peace as long 
as Israel is surrounded on all sides 
by terrorists, who have vowed to 
drive them into the sea? What’s the 
answer?

For me, it’s for the U.S. to stand 
strong against Israel’s enemies, to 
speak out against those who side 
with Hamas (who use children to 
shield themselves as they try to kill 
Israelis).

We have a president who sides 
with Israel. We must stand up to 
bullies who attack democracies 
throughout the world.

Loretta Ann Torres
Chico

‘Just wondering’

More letters online: 
We’ve got too many letters for this space. 
please go to www.newsreview.com/chico  
for additional readers’ comments  
on past cn&r articles.
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