BUTTE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL'S

ECOSYSTEN EARTH

SATURDAY MAY 4TH

{1:00AM-4:00PM
CEDAR GROVE avorie CHICO CREEK NATURE CENTER

ENDANGERED SPECIES PUPPET PARADE + EDUCATIONAL BOOTHS & ACTIVITIES
FooD VENDORS - FREE ADDMISSION TO THE LIVING ANIMAL MUSEUM
ECO SCAVENGER HUNT - TWO STAGES

HAPENNY BRIDGE « ALICE PEAKE EXPERIENCE & THE PARKVIEW PALS - EARTH CREATON STORY
WILD THINGS RESCUED ANMAL SHOW - POETRY« STORYTELLERS - EDUCAIONAL WoRSH0ps - ND MORE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (530) 8916424 oR visiT WWW.BECNET.ORG
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345 Broadway
Downtown Chico
530-891-0

CHICO PAPER CO

FINE ART GALLERY & FRAMING @

California MENTOR is seeking
individuals and families who

have an extra bedroom and want
to make a difference in the life

of an adult with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Special
Needs Adult(s) live with you in
your home and you Mentor them
toward a brighter future. Receive
ongoing support and a generous
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:

*Valid drivers license

*Vehicle

*Must be at least 21 years of age
*A spare bedroom

*Clean criminal record

As a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

California

MENTOR

Information Sessions are held
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911
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the beginning, how they boon-
doggled us. ‘Hey, if you vote for
this [project’s water bonds], you’ll
have Disneyland, you’ll have all
these tourists, you’ll make all this
money.’”

Promises have included a mono-
rail, a train, a restaurant and snack
bar in the visitor center—none ever
built.

“I’m not asking for a monorail
or a steam engine or anything they
mentioned or promised,” Connelly
said. “I’m just looking for some-
thing comparable, like a great trail
system, or [to] increase our camp-
ing, or fix the roads.”

Bateman and Richard Harriman,
an attorney working with the Feather
River Recovery Alliance, cited con-
cerns about structural integrity and
durability of the dam, which both
noted was built with 60-year-old
construction principles. They base
their claims in substantial part on the
Independent Forensic Team Report
released Jan. 5, 2018, in response
to the spillway incident (see tinyurl.
com/DamReport2018), which delin-
eates trouble spots in “the dam safety
culture and program within DWR.”
The alliance seeks an inspection and
oversight from an entity outside the
influence of DWR, and revised oper-
ating procedures.

“If you don’t have a demon-
strably robust safety protocol,”
Harriman said, “you can’t bring any
economic development to Oroville,
because nobody’s going to locate
their business below a dam that
isn’t provably safe.”

Financial recompense, he con-
tinued, can come from recreational
facilities and/or a surcharge on
customers who don’t pay for the
water from Oroville (they pay just
the agencies’ costs of storage and
conveyance).

“If you really look at it,”
Harriman said, “all the expenses
that the county of Butte incurs
to service the people that are
brought in by the dam, those costs
are charged to the Butte County
taxpayers.... The county of Butte
is subsidizing the water users in
Southern California, the State Water
Contractors [association of public
water agencies] and the agricultural
industry using the water in the San
Joaquin Valley.

“Why are we subsidizing them?
It makes my blood boil.”

—EVAN TUCHINSKY
evantuchinsky @newsreview.com
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