
A P R IL  2 5 ,  2 0 1 9 CN&R 11

The update was a substantial 
undertaking, as the plan, which is 
focused on developing a compre-
hensive bikeway network, hasn’t 
been modified since 2012, accord-
ing to Ottoboni. A consulting firm 
was hired in 2015, but the results 
were lackluster, he added, and the 
update was placed on hold in 2016 
due to a lack of staffing that has 
since been remedied. 

Having an updated bicycle 
plan is essential when applying 
for grants from Cal Trans’ Active 
Transportation Program, he wrote in 
a staff report. This program was cre-
ated specifically to encourage biking 
and walking and safety and mobility 
for non-drivers. Since 2015, the city 
has taken in $25 million in state 
and federal grants for multimodal 
transportation projects. These grants 
typically cover the bulk of a proj-
ect’s cost. For example, the city 
received $14.2 million in state and 
federal funding to build the bridge 
over East 20th Street. The remain-
ing $1.3 million of the project’s cost 
will come from development impact 
fees. Also on the horizon is a largely 
grant-funded pedestrian bridge over 
Little Chico Creek, near Humboldt 
Avenue and East 10th Street. 

While public works has made 
strides in getting outside funding for 
new bike pathways, Ottoboni said 
that doesn’t address a key compo-
nent: maintenance. Local funding is 
limited. Like its roadways, the city’s 
existing bike paths are suffering—
much of the network was installed 
decades ago. Encroaching tree 
roots are outlined in spray paint on 
popular paths, and Bidwell Park’s 
thoroughfares—Petersen Memorial 
Way and South Park Drive—are 
especially in need of repair. 

“We lack funding overall for 
needed maintenance,” Ottoboni said.

The city is pursuing an adopt-a-
trail partnership with Chico Velo, 
which would address some of the 
maintenance issues, such as waste 
cleanup and minor vegetation prun-
ing, as well as alert the city to areas 
of concern.

Rood expressed confidence in 
the plan and in the cycling com-
munity, which provided feedback 
during the update process through 
several public meetings, an online 
survey and a working group of 
advocates and city staff. 

“It’s easy to become a bicyclist 
in Chico, because the community is 
strong,” she said. 

—ASHIAH SCHARAGA
a s h i a h s@news r e v i ew. c om

Make a  
difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 

Start Your Own

FAMILY 
CHILD CARE 

BUSINESS

If you live in Butte County AND want 
to work from home and start your own 
Family Child Care business, Valley Oak 

Children’s Services is here to help!

Valley Oak Children’s Services Can Provide:
3 Individual coaching & support
3 Free workshops & trainings
3 Licensing application review
3 Pre-licensing visits
3 Up to $750 in reimbursements & materials

For more information contact  
VAlley OAk ChilDreN’s serViCes

3120 Cohasset Road Suite 6, Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 895-3572

www.valleyoakchildren.org




