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‘Fear-based response’
Re “And then there was one” 
(Newslines, by Ashiah Scharaga) 
and “Have faith in the Orange 
Street Shelter” (Editorial, May 2):

I am pleased that the low-barrier 
shelter on Orange Street is moving 
forward under the direction of Safe 
Space. Finally, in the near future, 
comprehensive services will be 
available to so many people who 
have been without since the explo-
sion of homelessness began years 
ago.

 On the other hand, I am 
dismayed by the NIMBY position 
taken by Chico State President 
Gayle Hutchinson. When she was 
hired, there was much fanfare about 
her devotion to diversity and inclu-
siveness. Well, here it is, embrace 
the real world, not the ivory tower, 
Dr. Hutchinson! 

This is a wonderful opportunity 
for Chico State students to partici-
pate in supporting those among us 
who are facing the most daunting 
challenges in our society. Instead of 

being an adversary, there are many 
ways that the university can become 
a positive partner in this compas-
sionate venture. My mind is racing 
with the possibilities!

Emily Alma
Chico

Gayle Hutchinson and Chico 
State’s fear-based response to the 
proposed Orange Street Shelter is 
a missed opportunity for student 
growth and improved town and 
gown relations. 

I suggest she look to Harvard 
for a better example of how to 
respond. I quote from the Harvard 
Square Homeless Shelter website: 
“The Harvard Square Homeless 
Shelter serves the community of 
individuals experiencing homeless-
ness in Cambridge and Boston. 
The student staff and volunteer 
network comprised of students and 
community members work together 
to provide guests with shelter, food, 
security, and a supportive environ-
ment of mutual respect. In addition 
to providing these fundamental 
needs, we work individually with 

those who seek our assistance 
as they strive to attain their own 
goals and make the transition into 
independent living.” 

I suggest having students 
invested in the Orange Street 
Shelter would elevate the university. 
Instead, this administration has 
chosen to, once again, turn inward 
and isolate the campus from 
an active role in improving the 
surrounding community. I am so 
disappointed in the Hutchinson 
administration. I was really hoping 
for great leadership, but that is not 
what we got. 

Barbara Hassig Morris
Chico

Among the burned
Re “Sleepless in Chico” (Second 
& Flume, by Melissa Daugherty, 
May 2):

Fire burns sleep. That’s just 
the way it is. Nobody of the fire is 
sleeping. It doesn’t matter that you 
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Disability
Support Group

Are you interested in joining a support group for people living with disabilities?
 

Please come check out our new disability support group!

WHEN:

WHERE:  

QUESTIONS?

Every other Monday, 2:30-4:00

Disability Action Center office, 
Formerly ILSNC 
1161 East Ave, Chico 95926

Contact Anna at 893-8527 or 
anna.smith@ILSNC.org
Contact Sandra Morales at 893-8527 x 104  
or sandra@actionctr.org

2nd Monday of each month, 2:30pm-4pm, 4th Wednesday of each month, 10:30am-12pm

3221 EsplanadE  | 530.891.4500 | mon-fri 8am-2pm sUn 8am-1pm 

...Especially our own. 
Thank you for giving us 

roots and wings!
–David & Kelly

Happy Mother’s Day to All Moms
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I can help with your medicare options.
With over 400 customers served, I can help you to:
Save money on Healthcare expenses
Reduce your prescription drug costs
Call today for your free consultation.

All agent fees & commissions paid by insurance companies.

ATTENTION BOOMERS
New to Medicare? Turning 65? Leaving an employer plan?

Looking for a competitive quote?

With over 400 customers served, I can help you to:
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