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Note from Safe Space

Re “Walmart decides” (Downstroke,
June 6):

While we at Safe Space Winter
Shelter are deeply saddened by
Walmart’s decision regarding finan-
cial support for the Orange Street
Shelter, we remain committed to
our mission and will continue to
strive for solutions that benefit the
entire community.

‘We hope the organizations to
which the money was allocated move
forward swiftly with low-barrier
shelter options. We need immediate,
accessible shelter for those with the
greatest needs. Without ready access
to shelter and services for these
folks, their problems and our prob-
lems as a community will continue
to escalate. Low-barrier shelter
offers the most humane, compas-
sionate solution for those in need,
and the most pragmatic solution for
the broader community.

We’d also like to pause to thank
the many supporters of our project.
So many of you have bolstered us
with your kind words and deeds.

You’ve written letters, helped share
the project with the community,
volunteered for Safe Space ... it’s
beyond words. This has truly been
a community project, and what a
community we have.

Lastly, we need to thank Graham
Hutton. We were beyond lucky
to have found such a patient and
supportive landlord as we worked
on this project. His openness and
unwavering support meant the
world to us.

Angela McLaughlin
Chico

More about Orange Street

Re “NIMBY cowardice” and
“Deadly status quo” (Second &
Flume, by Melissa Daugherty,
May 30 and June 6):

Editor Melissa Daugherty has
courageously illuminated the dismal
performance of CSUC President
Gayle Hutchinson and Jesus
Center Executive Director Laura
Cootsona—both instrumental in
dashing hope for a centrally located
homeless shelter.

Thwarting progress on the
Orange Street Shelter was a human
rights violation: When we prevent a
class of people from residing among
us—precisely what we did—we
remove their fundamental right to
exist. I know of no other class of
people experiencing this level of
discrimination, especially discrimi-
nation blatantly countenanced by
a university president and a high-
profile homeless “advocate.”

While it was heartening to see
Orange Street garner support from
a swath of citizens, justice for the
visibly poor remains elusive. As of
now, even our “progressives”—while
making a show of supporting diver-
sity, from LGBTQ to XYZ—support
geographic segregation for those
without affordable shelter. As of today,
Chico’s current “consolidation” plan
rests firmly on coercive criminaliza-
tion and deprivation, as promoted by
the most authoritarian among us.

Lastly, it should be said, in no
uncertain terms, that Safe Space
board President Angela McLaughlin
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THIS MODERN WORLD

BY TOM TOMORROW

ALL RIGHT, WE'VE GOT A NEWS-
PAPER To PUBLISH! WHAT com-
PLETE FABRICATIONS HAVE You
GOT FOR ME TODAY?

i A -
WHAT IF WE MADE UP
SOME FAKE PoLL
NUMBERS--10 TRY
TO CONVINCE PEOPLE
THAT OUR EXTREMELY
POPULAR PRESIDENT 15
ACTUALLY NOT POPULAR?

I'VE GOT ONE! WE COULD RUN A
NEWS STORY CLAIMING THAT THE
MAGNIFICENT AND HIGHLY EFFEC-
TIVE BORDER WALL IS NOT, IN
SN‘( !:\EENINGFUL SENSE, BEING
UILT!

.

PERFECT! HA HA! JOUR-
NALISM IS EASY WHEN
gg' st MAKE THINGS

HOW ABOUT A MULTI-PART V“INVES-
TIGATIVE" SERIES ALLEGING TO
PROVE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS
CHEATED ON HIS WIFE WITH A
PORN ACTRESS AND A PLAYBOY
MODEL, WHO HE THEN PAID OFF,
IN VIOLATION OF CAMPAIGN Fl-
NANCE LAWS?
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HMMM~-THAT MIGHT BE A LITTLE
MUCH, EVEN FoR OUR GULLIBLE
AUDIENCE ==
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AH, WHAT THE
IT! ANYTHING

HELL, RUN WITH
ELSE?

--THIS WOULD FLY IN THE FACE
OF ALL AVAILABLE EVIDENCE, BuT
WHAT IF WE SAID THAT MUELLER'S
REPORT DOES SHOW OBSTRUCTION
AND RUSSIAN INTERFERENCE IN
THE ELECTION?
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NowW THAT'S WHAT I
cALL AUDACITY!

EXCUSE ME, SIR--WE'VE JUST WON
ANOTHER PULITZER PRIZE FOR EX-
CELLENCE IN MAKING UP LIES
ABOUT DONALD TRUMP!

AH, THROW IT IN THE PILE
WITH ALL THE OTHERS!
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NOW GET TO WORK, PEOPLE!
THIS COUNTRY ISN'T GOING
T0 UNDERMINE ITSELF!
BWAH HA HA HA!

Time for a new pair?

BIRKE NSTO(K ...and more
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