Kimberly Meriweather (left) recently moved into
a home with three of her children—pictured
are Charles Steele Jr. and Courtney Morrison
and dog Baby Bear—uwith the help of the Chico
Housing Action Team and Torres Shelter.
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she found the family a parent-child
interaction therapist to help Charles
manage his behavior and facilitate
family communication.

Gaylord says she feels blessed to
share the journey with these fami-
lies. Seeing as the shelter is full,
“this program couldn’t have come
at a more beautiful time, because
these families deserve the housing
and they’re working hard.”

CHAT also has been busy fundraising
for its Simplicity Village tiny-home
community. The nonprofit has

thus far raised $43,000 toward its
$100,000 target; four tiny homes
have been built and about five more
have been sponsored.

The goal is to break ground by
August, Johnson said, and to get
its first residents housed before the
year’s out. It’ll all depend on fund-
ing: Because the property on Notre
Dame Boulevard is undeveloped,
there are significant costs to set up
utilities. The completed project is
slated to include 33 homes for about
45 seniors (some will be couples)
with a central laundry room, rest-
rooms and kitchen.

CHAT floated the idea of a
tiny-home village five years ago.
City staff began working with the
organization on the concept in
November 2017, but official sup-
port arrived in October 2018, when
conservative former Councilman
Andrew Coolidge joined his liberal
colleagues in declaring a shelter
crisis, paving the way for CHAT’s
project (and allowing organizations
to apply for the HEAP funds). The
location on Notre Dame Boulevard,
however, did not receive a green
light until the new council was
sworn in this last December.

Johnson said there was some
“reluctance and resistance” to
Simplicity Village at first because
people were worried it would estab-
lish a shanty town.

“I think as a society we’re
willing to start looking at alterna-
tives and figure out other ways to
house people [now],” Johnson said.
“We can go smaller and still have
good, solid, nice-looking homes for
people ... that are of a more modest
size and a modest cost.”

—ASHIAH SCHARAGA
ashiahs@newsreview.com

SAME DAY SERVICE

' (530) 826-

We reward our
members! Become

a Chico Performances
Member/Donor today

and get early access to
the best seats, reserved
parking, and opportunities
to meet and greet the
stars. Your gift to Chico
Performances ensures
that artists who might
otherwise drive by Chico
stop for a night, and that
kids who otherwise might
grow up having never seen
a modern ballet or live
theatrical performance
have that opportunity.

It helps us say that even
though we’re a town of
less than 100,000 folks,
we are a town rich in
culture and art.

To become a
Member/Donor
contact Chris Zinna
@ 530-898-6333,
CZinna@csuchico.edu,
or visit
chicoperformances.com

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS.

JOIN US FOR FATHER’S DAY

Champagne Brunch

COTTAGE &5
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ESPLANADE HOURS:

Champagne Brunch 6am fo 1pm
Lunch & Dinner 1:00pm fo close

SKYWAY HOURS:

Champagne Brunch 6am to 1pm

BRUNCH ONLY

EARN VIP PERKS BY BECOMING A CHICO PERFORMANCES
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Member/Donor
Benefits

-
Starting
Aug 12
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Free ticket exchange
(up to 24 hours in advance)

No ticket service
charges

Season preview party

Recognition in the Chico
Performances program

Backstage receptions
and meet and greets

Complimentary
beverage glass

Complimentary drink
tickets

First choice of seat

location
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Complimentary tickets nn-
Ad in the CP Fall

program

Ad in the CP Spring

program
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