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Reject the recall 
Should recall elections become the 
new norm?

A small group of extremists has 
undertaken a vacuous recall effort 
against Mayor Randall Stone and 
Councilman Karl Ory. Just don’t 
sign the thing.

The complaints of the recall 
group are vapid and dangerous. 
They fail entirely to think of the 
consequences of their actions. 
If it’s a recall for every transient 
disagreement we have in Chico, 
what happens when the other side 
does the same?

Should the recall gain traction, 
it would be in my best interest, as 
a supporter of all but two of the 
council members, to start a recall 
of Councilman Sean Morgan and 
Councilwoman Kasey Reynolds. If 
the only way to win in Chico becomes 
to engage in a death spiral of constant 
recalls, so be it. Neither has done 
anything corrupt. I just disagree with 
them. But if this is the new normal, 
regular elections won’t matter.

This community doesn’t want 
that. I don’t want that. The best 

thing for Chico would be for the 
group to just back down from its 
simpleminded effort, rather than 
engage in the politics of division.

But I don’t expect them to 
consider the long-term approach, 
nor what’s best for Chico. They 
haven’t yet. 

Matthew Sutter
Chico

Commissioner’s comeback
Re “Insurance fallout” (Newslines, 
by Andre Byik, June 13):

As a member of the gover-
nor’s Strike Force, [Insurance 
Commissioner Ricardo Lara] is 
exploring ways to reduce wildfire 
risk for those in rural counties such 
as Butte. Everything is on the table 
to keep insurance affordable and 
available, including new rules for 
hardening properties against wild-
fires, addressing underinsurance, 
and re-evaluating the coverage limit 
of $500,000, which has not kept up 
with inflation and rising costs.

Last week, Commissioner Lara 
testified in support of recommenda-
tions to the Legislature, including 

creating a statewide standard for a 
hardened home and requiring insur-
ers to write policies for homeowners 
who meet that standard. Home hard-
ening benefits consumers, insurers, 
and the state by reducing anticipated 
future losses.

With local governments making 
decisions about development in 
environmentally sensitive areas, 
the state must engage with those 
like Butte County who want to be 
proactive in managing the risks of 
catastrophic events.

Michael Soller
Sacramento

Editor’s note: The author is 
deputy insurance commissioner for 
communications and press rela-
tions, writing here on behalf of the 
Department of Insurance.

Letter misses the mark
Re “It’s the pensions” (Letters, by 
Juanita Sumner, June 6):

I feel compelled again to ask that 
letters to the editor not be allowed 
to stand unchallenged when they 
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difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 




