SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY & SSI

“We help YOU through the System”

We assist with paperwork!

Attorney at Law

LAW OFFICES OF BETSY H. ALBER

Over 35 years of experience.

976 Mangrove, Chico * 530.893.8387E

‘A PERFORMANCES :

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY A

A

We reward our
members! Become

a Chico Performances
Member/Donor today

and get early access to
the best seats, reserved
parking, and opportunities
to meet and greet the
stars. Your gift to Chico
Performances ensures
that artists who might
otherwise drive by Chico
stop for a night, and that
kids who otherwise might
grow up having never seen
a modern ballet or live
theatrical performance
have that opportunity.

It helps us say that even
though we’re a town of
less than 100,000 folks,
we are a town rich in
culture and art.

To become a
Member/Donor
contact Chris Zinna
@ 530-898-6333,
CZinna@csuchico.edu,
or visit
chicoperformances.com
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|
- The Arc
| )' Butte County

DONATE

Cars For A Cause

' YOURCAR

helps support Arc’s Family Support

Programs for individuals with

developmental disabilities and their
families when you donate your car.

* 100% Tax Dexuctible
* We accept Vehicles
Running or Not

* Free Vehicle Pickup
* We take care of all
paperwork and DMV

Make a difference in your
community, call TODAY!

Call 343-3666

EARN VIP PERKS BY BECOMING A CHICO PERFORMANCES
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Member/Donor
Benefits

Buy tickets before the |Starting| Starting| Starting Starting

general public July 29 | July 29 | July 30 Aug1

T e e I A S
Free ticket exchange

(up to 24 hours in advance)

No ticket service
charges

Season preview party

Recognition in the Chico
Performances program

Backstage receptions
and meet and greets

Complimentary
beverage glass

Complimentary drink
tickets

First choice of seat

location

T KN K K
Complimentary tickets nn-
Ad in the CP Fall

program

Ad in the CP Spring

program
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“I think it’s a huge opportunity
for people,” she said. “Deep down,
I wanted to change my life. I was
done. I knew I deserved better.”

Currier said there are hundreds
of people who will have a harder
time getting through the applica-
tion process, because they aren’t as
stable and have no assistance.

Take, for instance, some of
attorney Saul Henson’s clients.
Providing the treatment resources
the court requires for mental health
diversion cases to be granted is
important for it to be successful:
When his clients are experiencing a
mental health crisis, he calls Currier,
because she is the only person who
will answer the phone and check
in on them at 3 a.m., he said at the
association’s meeting.

“T have 50 people who need help
yesterday,” he said. “And I think
that we have an absolute moral,
legal and professional and ethi-
cal obligation to our community
to move this model faster than we
have been.”

Keithley said buy-in from
Behavioral Health is necessary to
avoid a diversion system that only
serves people with private insurance.

Behavioral Health is looking
at realigning existing resources to
make this program work, Taylor
told the CN&R. Such a program
could easily cost millions of dollars
to implement, yet it is “not unusual
for legislation to be passed that does
not have funding that comes with
it.”

While proposed Senate Bill 389
wouldn’t provide more funding, it
would allow counties to use Mental
Health Services Act (MHSA) grants
for diversion programs. These
grants are based on personal income
taxes—for the 2019-20 fiscal year,
Butte County anticipates receiving
about $12 million, according to
Holli Drobny, county MHSA coor-
dinator.

In attorney Ron Reed’s view, the
community is in a “state of despera-
tion” and that law could “make a
world of difference,” he shared at
the association’s meeting.

“I think we need ... something
where the county actually comes
forward, takes the money, raises
the funds and follows through,”
he said. “We’re not really winning
the battle. What we’re doing is not
enough.”

—ASHIAH SCHARAGA
ashiahs@newsreview.com






