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Katrina Woodcox isn’t in denial about the 
current state of the Butte Humane 
Society, which she oversees as executive 
director. Its operations are inefficient, she 
recently told the CN&R—scattered across 
three outdated, overcrowded facilities.

That’s why she’s so relieved that in 
less than a year, BHS should be break-
ing ground on a new facility, the first the 
organization will have owned since it was 
established 108 years ago. 

It isn’t just a singular location that the 
BHS team is looking forward to: The new facility will 
increase the nonprofit’s animal housing capacity by 
66 percent, and include segregated spaces for smaller 
animals (i.e. hamsters, rabbits and guinea pigs), preg-
nant and sick animals, as well as those with behavioral 
or special needs.

 Woodcox says the forthcoming facility is “as far 
away as possible from the stereotypical pound.” It is 
designed to allow the nonprofit to meet best practices 
and standards in animal wellness and minimize the 
spread of disease, she added. 

Since January 2018, BHS has raised about 
$5.4 million for the project—this week, it accepted a 
$500,000 donation from the Wayne & Gladys Valley 
Foundation. It also received 10 acres of donated prop-
erty in north Chico worth $3.5 million from its capital 
campaign co-chairs, Katie Gonser and Ken Grossman, 

placing BHS just 
under $2 million shy 
of its $11 million fun-
draising goal. It’s the 
back half of a 20-acre 
parcel currently leased 

by Sunset Hills Golf Course. 
The planned facility will be 23,000 square feet. 

BHS design renderings include a layout with three 
community dog parks and a dog pool, kitten and 
puppy nurseries, a walking trail, an education center, a 
feral cat holding room, a bereavement site, and a retail 
store stocked with supplies for new pet owners, as 
well as dog and cat adoption centers. 

At its new location, the shelter should be better 
equipped to tackle what it sees as an underserved seg-
ment of the community, Woodcox added: low- to moder-
ate-income pet owners who cannot afford veterinary care 
for their animals. That’s why it opened its low-cost non-
emergency clinic in 2018, which offers vaccinations and 
care for minor issues like infected teeth and abscesses. 

The demand exceeded BHS’ expectations: 
“There’s such a need … we’re booked out through 
August,” Woodcox said. The organization is hiring a 
second full-time veterinarian to handle the workload.  

BHS has had a long and, at times, tenuous history with 
the city of Chico. The nonprofit operated the city’s 
sheltering services for 25 years before the city 
reclaimed those services, signing a new contract with 
BHS for adoptions and community outreach in 2012. 

Gonser, a former BHS board president, got 
involved with the organization that same year because 
of her passion for animal welfare. She said she real-
ized that, like many nonprofits, BHS “needed a lot of 
help in bringing it up to the 20th century.”  

She got to work tightening up its business model, 
governing body and internal operations, preparing 
for the day the organization would be ready to move. 
That’s when she shifted to co-chairing its capital cam-
paign.

The new site will provide BHS with operational 
freedom, Woodcox told the CN&R. Under its current 
agreement, the nonprofit leases city kennel space and 
can only accept dogs from Chico. At its own, new 
location, BHS will be able to operate as an “animal 
welfare hub for the North State,” Woodcox said, tak-
ing in surrendered animals when other shelters run out 
of space, and hopefully reducing local and regional 
euthanasia rates.  

While Tracy Mohr, the city’s Animal Services 
manager, said she has concerns about capacity and 
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Join the journey:
Go to buttehumane.org/thejourneyhome 
to volunteer or donate. 

Katrina Woodcox and her dog, Sadie, at BHS’ future home. 
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Monthly  
Support Group
Monday, July 15 5:30-7:30pm

CALL FOR LOCATION.  

•	 Patients Helping Patients        
•	We Share Facts/Information   

Help Line: (530) 877-6666

HAVE LYME?
Think you might have Lyme? 

www.thelymecenter.org

Acupuncture
Chinese Herbs & Massage

1209 Esplanade Ste 1
530.342.2895 • AmericanChi.net 

Mon & Thur 10am-6pm • Tues & Wed 9am-6pm
Friday 9am-2pm • Sunday Noon- 4pm

Pain Management, Weight Loss, 
Digestive Issues & Allergies
Jennifer Conlin L.Ac.
Elinore Schafer L.Ac.

Most insurance accepted 

ChiCo’s only
Indoor Family Play Space

Classes available. Call or visit for more info: 
530.343.3101 • sunnygardenchico.com
2801 Godman Avenue

A carefully prepared environment that 
helps cultivate life skills, communication 

and self-confidence, while providing 
 fun for children and parents.

“Sunny Garden is a sanctuary for me and 
my child. A safe place to engage my child’s 
curiosity and to socialize with other kids.”

— Yvette Zuniga

Free Initial Consultations!
•	 Ages	0-18	years
•	 Phonological	Processing	Disorder
•	 Speech	Delay/Articulation	Disorder
•	 Sensory	Processing	Disorder
•	 Autism	Spectrum	Disorder
•	 Pediatric	Swallowing	Disorders/	

Food	Aversions
•	 Neonatal	Oral	Motor	Assessment		

for	Feeding	ages	0-3	months

fullcirclest@gmail.com 
30 Landing Circle Suite 103 
Chico, CA 95973
530-892-9127Elizabeth Vichi M.A. CCC-SLP  

Enroll Now!
•	TK-8th	Grade
•	Tuition	Free
•	Small	Class	Sizes
•	California	State	
Standard	Curriculum

2346 Floral avenue ChiCo, Ca 95926
ParadiseCCCs.org • 530.877.2227

•	Science,	Art,		
and	Music
•	Electives
•	Homework	Club
•	After	School	Care

Providing a  
Balanced & Integrated 

 Curriculum




