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Yesterday takes an interesting premise—“What would
 the world be like if the music of The Beatles 

didn’t exist?”—and totally squanders it.
Danny Boyle (127 Hours,  Slumdog Millionaire) 

directs the strained saga of Jack Malik (Himesh Patel), 
a wannabe musician working part-time in a grocery 

store while also busking on street cor-
ners and playing small solo gigs with 
his trusty guitar. Jack’s music career 
is managed by Ellie (Lily James), 
who nurtures a decades-old crush on 
Jack as she books him gigs at hotels 
and music-fest side-tents.

One day while riding his bike 
home—at the same time the world 
suffers some sort of momentary 
power loss—Jack gets hit by a bus. 
The wreck knocks out a couple of his 
teeth and busts his guitar. Just before 
his accident, he’d sworn to end his 
music career—probably a good idea 
because he totally sucks. 

Post-accident, Ellie and some 
friends gift Jack a new guitar and 
suggest he bust out a song for them. 

He goes with “Yesterday” by The Beatles, and they 
are moved, as if hearing the song for the first time. 
That’s because they are hearing it for the first time. 
A quick Google check by Jack confirms the impos-
sible: Somehow, someway, he now lives in a parallel 
world where John, Paul, George and Ringo never came 
together to make music. 

So what does Jack do? Why, he plagiarizes The 
Beatles catalog. He plasters Post-its for their songs all 
over his room, and starts re-creating their tracks. He 
struggles with the lyrics to “Eleanor Rigby,” but he 
gets enough right to catch the ears of agents and pro-
ducers everywhere. Jack does not look like a rock star, 
but no matter. With the music of The Beatles propel-
ling him, this average kid starts to go places. 

Now, this act—stealing the music of the best 
group in rock history—is a grievous action, is it not? 
Only a true prick would steal music and try to pass 
it off as his own, right? And this is where the film 
goes terribly wrong. Rather than explore the dark 
side of plagiarism in a comedic way, or seriously 
address a world without The Beatles, the movie 
seems scared of itself and becomes nothing but a 
lame rom-com. An opportunity for some mind-
bending alternate reality is squandered for an exer-
cise in whether Jack and Ellie will kiss. 

Movies that feature The Beatles’ music can be 
great. Across the Universe stands as a fine exercise on 
how to use their tunes in film. Yesterday is a vapid, 
unimaginative mess. Given the mode in which it’s pre-
sented, I actually winced when the music came on.

You have to really screw up to make The 
Beatles boring.  Ω
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Vapid film makes The Beatles boring

REEL WORLD

A vAcAtion for 
your mouth!

indAy’s 
filipino

BreAkfAst 
& lunch

cAtering AvAilABle
sAturdAy dinner 
 By reservAtion

530.520.2593  
1043 W. 8th 

street

Make a  
difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 

Donate to ’s 
InDepenDent JournalIsm FunD:  
InDepenDentJournalIsmFunD.org

supp rt
real

news




