That night, several represen-
tatives from the North Valley
Property Owners Association and
Sierra North Valley Realtors spoke
against such an ordinance, but
expressed support for a temporary
lease termination extension.

Brandi Laffins, president of
Sierra North Valley Realtors, advo-
cated for the temporary extension,
adding that the market is stabilizing:
As of July 2, there were 235 single-
family homes for sale, compared
with the 50 available 10 days after
the fire. Last July, there were 256
on the market.

But that doesn’t mean the crisis
is over. Other speakers that night
shared stories of displaced friends
and family members desper-
ately seeking a place to land. Laura
Moreno, a local nurse who has
lived in Chico for 30 years, said she
could not find anything affordable
and would be evicted in 30 days.

“Something needs to be done
to protect renters from this kind of
thing happening,” she told the coun-
cil. “I’'m being faced with having
to leave a town that I love, and it
shouldn’t be like that.”

Ultimately, the panel did not
vote on an eviction for good cause
ordinance. While the proposed
extension for eviction and lease ter-
mination notices would not address
all of the issues with the local hous-
ing market, it would at least give
renters more time to secure a new
place, Brown said. The League of
Women Voters will host a forum
about rental relief policies later this
year, which could help the council
consider future actions.

“I think tenant rights are at the
top of many of our minds on the
dais,” Brown told the CN&R. “It’s
just a matter of figuring out what
the approach could be.”

Singleton said he appreciated the
council’s decision that night. Had it
come sooner, it would have given
him more time to plan, he said. “As
long as it’ll be helping somebody,
it’ll be worth it,” he added.

Renters could still face a chal-
lenge when it comes to paying for
hefty deposits, even with the longer
time frame, he continued, so finan-
cial assistance policies—including
“something as simple as [landlords]
giving a security deposit back
early”—could help.

—ASHIAH SCHARAGA
ashiahs@newsreview.com
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Free ticket exchange
(up to 24 hours in advance)
No ticket service
charges
Season preview party

Recognition in the Chico
Performances program

Backstage receptions
and meet and greets
Complimentary
beverage glass
Complimentary drink
tickets

First choice of seat
location

Free parking pass
Complimentary tickets
Ad in the CP Fall
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We reward our
members! Become

a Chico Performances
Member/Donor today

and get early access to
the best seats, reserved
parking, and opportunities
to meet and greet the
stars. Your gift to Chico
Performances ensures
that artists who might
otherwise drive by Chico
stop for a night, and that
kids who otherwise might
grow up having never seen
a modern ballet or live
theatrical performance
have that opportunity.

It helps us say that even
though we’re a town of
less than 100,000 folks,
we are a town rich in
culture and art.

To become a
Member/Donor
contact Chris Zinna
@ 530-898-6333,
CZinna@csuchico.edu,
or visit
chicoperformances.com
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