Cattlemen’s and Cattlewomen’s associations,
or encourage them to broaden the scope of
projects they’re interested in undertaking. For
example, Reed has one student help him work
at the school greenhouse each year.

Private businesses also are providing
resources for urban students to take an interest
in agriculture. Take, for instance, M&T Ranch
in southwest Chico, which spans more than
8,000 acres and produces almonds, prunes and
walnuts. It has provided high-schoolers with
barn space and paid summer internships for
decades.

Les Heringer, who has managed the ranch

since the mid-’80s, says the barn holds up

to a dozen animals each year: Typically the
space goes to hogs, but they’ve also taken in
goats and sheep. These spots are specifically
reserved for students who otherwise would
have nowhere to house and raise livestock for
the Silver Dollar Fair.

“Most of the students who are going into
agriculture now were not raised on farms,”
Heringer said. “We’re hoping the help we’re
giving them will help get them involved in
agriculture in the future.”

Agriculture is Butte County’s largest eco-
nomic driver. Statewide, more than a third

of the country’s vegetables and two-thirds
of the country’s fruits and nuts are grown
in California, according to the California
Department of Food and Agriculture.

“For all the students, it helps them under-
stand what it takes to farm, what it takes to
feed not only people in this country but [also]
worldwide,” Heringer said. “California ships
to markets all over the world.”

Heringer says agriculture isn’t something
people have to be born into to be successful in
the industry. He recruited a Chico High weld-
ing student several years ago who ended up
working at M&T Ranch the summer after he

graduated. He stayed on and now plays a key
role, managing the herbicide and weed spray
programs and supervising four employees.

“I think it’s critically important for the
agricultural community to reach out to
the educational program(s] to get students
involved ... because this is where it happens,
out here. And what we’re trying to do is give
students a real world experience.”

—ASHIAH SCHARAGA
ashiahs@newsreview.com
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Adams’ Olive Ranch
~Alldrin and Sons Alaska Salmon
Alvarado Farms
Ariza Farm
Armstrong Chocolate Company
" Bamford Famlly Farms
Beber
Berryluscious Farm
. Bodks Fruit &
Bonds Family Garden Produce
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Dye Creek Clothing Isern & Sons Inc $yram|d Farms
! Earth and Fire Jullas Fruit Stand Rancho Llano Seco
~ “Eckert Malting & Brewing Company, LIfC(,_  Kaki Farms -Redwood Organic Farm\
: Euphoria Soap Works N Karita's Handmade Ransom Orchards
Everything Cedar and Redwood & Katie Siegfried/Leja Farms.. SacVaIIey Rice Company
Fang Farms /\Y Kinnicutt Family Nursery Saeturn Farms 7
Farmelot § Kirstan Quinn Sierra Cascade Blueberry hm
Feather Falls Soap Company “LaRocca Vineyard,s--" Sierra Nevada Brewrng (o.
Feather River Farms Lee Family Farm N SK White Ceramics
Fiona’s Forest Lee's produce Skylake Ranch
Flick of the Whisk “ Leonardo’s Foods ’§peedy Burrito MeXIcan‘GrIII
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0'Connell Ranch
Pacific Culture LL(

N Pure Honey Compal
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. Bordin < Floral Native Nursery and Restoration ' Life Juice Co. Spnngi‘Eever Nursery and Garden
<" Bordin-Huitt Ranch- _ Francia Family Farms ~ Local Spicery Steffen famlly farm_
Brad Perry \\ Frutiy\a Farm . Lor’s Produce Sunrise Batik
Bread Itself Geffray’s Gardens Mama Sattva Sweet Cottage
Briar Rose Farm GK Happy Farms Massa Organics % Tea Smith’s e
California Soulshine Designs grayc glass Mc(aﬁ;ys Very Berry Ranch . ender Loving Coffee -
~ (Capay Rancho Herb Co. GREEN CEDAR FARM Michele Miller Photography - Citrus People
Chaffin Family Orchards GRUB CSA Farm Milk & Honey 1860 The Hat Lady. -
7 * Chico Chai GRUB Grown Miller’s Bake House - The Joker's Bakery
\ Chico Greens . Guzzetti's Catering & Indian Food Mind Your Body Massage \\ Tin Raof Bakery and Cafe
_Chico Locker & Saus: '/}o Inc. Happy Campers Candy Mockingbyrd Coffee Vu}Famlly Far
Harpos Organics Montgomery Family Farm \ Williamson Farm
% Heart In Hand Moua’s Produce (Xue Moua) \ \Woodleaf Farm \
itrus Norte : Heartbeat Farms Morning Glory Organics - \ : \{V\okey Ranch- ‘
Cooper Yang Farm Hearth and Stone Bakery Mug Shots Coffee 2 hita’s Japanese Maples
Dhillon’s Farm LLC HenK Mushrooms Adventures s Family Farm
Divide Ranch Here Today Coffee . My Oven’s Meals _ Yony’s Roasted (on\\
Dobis-Beach Oranges / Her’s Crafts Nancy’s Nursery ~ Yoon Chao’s Farm .
Douglass Ranch \ Her's Produce Nickler Acres Zopks Farm \
_ DownToEarth Hlee Thao Not;l%hard Company _~Zong Moua (Ha Lee Moua)
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Need to make a service request? Need Mosquitofish?
Got Yellowjackets/Ticks?
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