
LETTERS c o n t inue d fr o m pa g e  5

6  CN&R  au g u S t  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9

No-response rep
I wrote our Congressman, Doug 
LaMalfa, asking two questions:  
1. Have you read the Mueller 
report? 2. What is your response to 
that report? That’s all. 

After a few weeks, I received his 
reply: an email rehashing Attorney 
General William Barr’s questionable 
summation of the report, with no 
reference to Mueller’s report itself. I 
responded by pointing out that I was 
asking about Mueller’s report, not 
Barr’s synopsis. 

I repeated my two questions:  
1. Have you read the Mueller 
report? 2. What is your response 
to that report? Again, I requested a 
reply. Then I waited ... and waited. 
This was several months ago, and 
still no reply. 

Lynn Elliott
Chico

Speaking of LaMalfa
A disingenuous debate tactic is 
where one overwhelms their oppo-
nent with a rapid fire of different 
arguments, without regard to 
accuracy, such that the opponent 
cannot address any of the points in 
real time. 

It’s what the Sunrise Movement, 
a youth-led organization demand-
ing bold climate action, received 
when they met with Rep. Doug 
LaMalfa’s chief of staff, Mark 
Spannagel, seeking clarification of 
the congressman’s negative stance 
on the Green New Deal. 

The meeting with Mr. Spannagel 
was not unlike that of Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein and a group of children 
demanding climate action, as 
we were similarly reminded that 
LaMalfa “had been doing this 
longer” than we have. If it hadn’t 
been clear already, it was by the 
end of the meeting: Doug LaMalfa 
doesn’t take the climate crisis or 
climate activists seriously. We must 
elect someone who does. 

Sisarie Sherry
Chico

Editor’s note: For more on 
Mr. LaMalfa and his stance on 
climate change, see Andre Byik’s 
report on page 11. 

Trump’s character
A nationalist who won’t condemn 
white supremacy, a bigot, a 
racist, an advocate for violence. 

This is Donald Trump’s character 
and, if you pay attention to 
what he’s saying and doing, you 
should draw the same conclusion.

“I’d like to punch him in the 
face,” he said about a protester; 
laughs when someone yells, 
“Shoot ’em” regarding how to 
stop immigrants crossing the 
border; pantomimes a congressio-
nal candidate who body slammed 
a reporter because he didn’t like 
the question. 

In a published transcript of a 
1994 interview on ABC, Trump 
said, “I don’t want to sound like 
a chauvinist, but when I come 
home at night and dinner’s not 
ready, I go through the roof.” 
Another gem: “I tell friends who 
treat their wives magnificently 
and get treated like crap in 
return, ‘Be rougher and you’ll 
see a different relationship.’”

Is this the new normal where 
all things will pass, including 
this year’s 244 mass shootings? 
If Sandy Hook didn’t move the 
needle, then our nation’s moral 
fiber is damaged. Maybe a shock 
and awe campaign of published 
four-color pictures of what a 
weapon of war did to these 
children might jolt our nation’s 
collective backbone and common 
sense and decency will prevail.

Roger S. Beadle
Chico

Fresh face in race
After watching Elizabeth 
Betancourt speak, I could see she 
is a very intelligent person with 
an extensive background in water 
resources. She is 39 and has 
worked as a watershed specialist 
and a farmer. She has 20 years 

of experience in water policy 
with the Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control Board. 

She spoke about forest 
management and what we all 
know: that the forests need to be 
thinned to stop the catastrophic 
fires our state has been expe-
riencing. I believe she has the 
knowledge and is willing to work 
hard toward helping us safely 
manage our land, water and 
forests.

“What I see is that policies 
are created that recognize the 
resources we bring to the state 
but they don’t recognize the 
people that [bring them there],” 
she said.

I encourage you to support 
and vote for Elizabeth Betancourt 
for California’s District 1 
Assembly seat. Help us get 
back to good land and water 
management.

Mona Uruburu
Janesville

Clash in Hong Kong
The flame of democracy is 
burning on high in Hong Kong. 
People around the planet have 
our hearts and hopes with them. 

Marvin Wiseley
Chico

Write a letter 
tell us what you think in a letter 
to the editor. Send submissions of 
200 or fewer words to cnrletters@
newsreview.com. deadline for  
publication is noon on the tuesday 
prior to publication. 

In a published transcript 
of a 1994 interview on  
ABC, Trump said, “I don’t 
want to sound like a  
chauvinist, but when I 
come home at night and 
dinner’s not ready, I go 
through the roof.” 

—roger S. Beadle

Visit the  
Farmers Market 
3 Weekly Markets to Choose FroM...

Chico
year round / rain or shine 
saturday 7:30am - 1pm 
2nd & Wall street 
downtown Chico
Wednesday  
7:30am – 1pm 
Pilsbury road 
(near trader Joe’s)

Oroville
seasonal 
saturday 7:30am - noon 
Montgomery & Meyers 

3100 Cohasset Rd.
530.342.8367
ppnorcal.org 

1469 Humboldt Rd. #200
530.891.1911

cawhs.org

Reproductive 
Health

In Chico, Women’s 
Health Specialists and 
Planned Parenthood offer 
comprehensive, patient-
focused reproductive health 
care, including birth control, 
STD testing and prevention, 
and abortion services.

Beware of local “crisis 
pregnancy centers.” 
What they are really offering 
is pregnancy testing and 
religious-based counseling.

For Your

Know 
before 
you go

Women on Reproductive Defense




