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‘Orgy of consumerism’

Re “Demand a better climate
change plan” (Guest comment, by
Mark Stemen, Aug. 22):

There probably was a time when
we had “10 years to save the planet.”
But by 1980, the modern environ-
mental movement was dead in the
cradle. We coasted through the next
four decades reciting the mantra, “I
recycle.” At no point in that 40 years
did we have an adult conversation
about real sacrifice—and that conver-
sation remains off limits.

Environmental initiatives from
academia are largely academic, as
is obvious in the carbon footprint
of any college campus: Faculty and
staff international jet-setting, alone,
incinerates enough oil to make
Red Adair roll over in his grave.
“Helicoptering” parents burn more
oil than the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh. Cafeteria choices
remain decidedly zoocentric. If
anything serious were happening
at Chico State, or any university,
we’d see significant lifestyle
change.

And, it’s true that we can’t rely
on government to get it done. Why?
We hire them (it’s called “democ-
racy”) and as much as we’d like to
think this is not in our control, we
don’t want government orchestrating
an 80 percent cut in consumption;
that is, the deep structural change
needed to bring us into a sane
relationship with the Earth.

So far, we’ve opted for an orgy
of consumerism—with windmills,
where possible. All else remains
unthinkable.

Patrick Newman
Chico

Deeply concerning plan

Re “Lights out” (Newslines, by
Ashiah Scharaga, Aug. 8):
Watching 20 speakers consecu-
tively trash Police Chief Mike
O’Brien’s wildly unprecedented
proposal was fun for those of us
typically critical of the local police.
Still, this is deeply concerning.
Not only is O’Brien prepared
to suck all public funds into a
standing army, but he also seems

eager to move toward normalizing
martial law.

A couple of City Council
members expressed interest in
alternative ways to ensure public
safety, so I thought this worth shar-
ing: Recently, I was doing research
and visited the Mexican city of
Cherén. Like much of its surround-
ing region, Cheran was ridden with
crime before a 2011 insurrection
incited by illegal logging. They
ended up banishing the police and
political parties, electing instead
to govern themselves by neighbor-
hood assemblies, and organizing
modestly paid community patrols.
It now vies for the safest munici-
pality in the country. I asked a
member of the patrols why they
were so successful, and, without
need to ponder, he responded:
They patrol only their own neigh-
borhood, where everyone knows
who they are.

Chico has a lot of problems to
solve. Police violence is one of
them, and others require money; so
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WITH US OR AGAINST US

THIS PRIMARY SEASON, DEMOCRATS
ARE UNITED AS NEVER BEFORE!

I COULDN'T

OF COURSE, THE FACT REMAINS
THAT MY CANDIDATE REPRESENTS
OUR ONLY HOPE OF RECAPTURING
THE WHITE HOUSE,

THAT'S ABSURD! YOUR
CANDIDATE REPRESENTS OUR
BEST CHANCE of LOSING!

--NEITHER oF YOUR CANDIDATES

cAN WIN! MY CcANDIDATE IS THE
ONLY ONE WHO ADDRESSES THE
CONCERNS oF REAL AMERICANS!

ARE You HMIGH? YOUR
CANDIDATE IS A SPOILER
WHO SHOULD NEVER HAVE
EVEN ENTERED THIS
RACE!

OH, COME
ON--

LooK, A VOTE FOR EITHER of
YOUR CANDIDATES MIGHT AS WELL
BE A VOTE FOR TRUMP HIM-
SELF--AND AS FAR AS IT'M
CONCERNED=--

NOW YOU LISTEN
HERE

TION--IT WILL ALL BE

YOUR FAUL

--IF WE LOSE THIS ELEC-
n

BUT ONCE A NOMINEE |5 CHOSEN,
WE'LL DEFINITELY SET ASIDE
OUR DIFFERENCES.

AS LONG AS LET ALONE
ITs NoT YOUR Ml YOURS.
CANDIDATE.,

ATTENTION BOOMERS

New to Medicare? Turning 657 Leaving an employer plan?
Looking for a competitive quote?

We can help with your medicare options.

With over 400 customers served, we can help W = i 1!
you with lowering your Healthcare expenses ij’ﬁola L
and reducing your prescription drug costs. CA/?H/E%H o ;

Call today for your FREE consultation. T

All agent fees & commissions paid by insurance companies.
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CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY!
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