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we should be looking for alterna-
tives to the financially overbearing, 
anonymous and bureaucratic police 
system we have.

Addison Winslow
Chico

Talking solutions
On a recent morning I met a man 
who lives near the Jesus Center—a 
nice, reasonable guy whose house 
is across from a congregation point 
for unhoused people. He regularly 
encounters individuals abusing 
drugs, and they’re sometimes 
hostile toward him. He understands 
that these aren’t representative of 
all homeless people, that they’re a 
subset. While he cares about their 
plight, he admitted to “compassion 
fatigue,” because after repeated 
negative encounters, his desire to 
help has diminished.

He speculates that his frustra-
tions are not so much with the 
addicted individuals as with the 
local, regional and national leaders 
who have refused to take decisive 
action to address the problem. I 
get it.

In the coming months I’ll be 
asking our Homeless Task Force 
and City Council to take action on 
a number of proposals designed 
to compassionately address the 
impacts of homelessness in Chico. 
The first of these proposals asks 
the council to agendize discussion 
of a homeless jobs program. I 
encourage readers to email their 
council members to show their 
support for such a discussion.

Some will say these proposals 
are too much, others will say 
they’re not enough. I invite people 
with better ideas to bring them 
forward for discussion.

Scott Huber
Chico

Editor’s note: The author is a 
member of the Chico City Council. 

No-response rep
Re “State of denial” (Newslines, 
by Andre Byik, Aug. 15):

What is Congressman 
LaMalfa’s position on climate 
change and the environment? All I 
know is he thinks it’s a joke to say 
he believes climate changes. I tried 
unsuccessfully for three months 
to talk to a staff person about his 
policy to no avail. 

I started in May with the local 
office, was referred to Kathleen 

Devlin, who referred me to 
Communications Director Parker 
Williams, who did not respond 
to any of my emails. I called 
the Washington, D.C., office 
several times, was given a name 
of someone who might know but 
she did not respond. I called D.C. 
again and first was told his policy 
was on his website. When I said 
I didn’t see it, the staffer said 
actually it wasn’t there and to talk 
to Mr. Williams. I said he doesn’t 
respond, and that was it. 

So I’m letting readers know 
our member of Congress is unre-
sponsive to constituents and has no 
positive climate change policy that 
I could find, even though it’s the 
most pressing issue facing us. We 
should not re-elect such a dinosaur. 

Gayle Kimball
Chico

‘Blasphemous claims’
Imagine President Obama making 
this claim: “I am the chosen one.” 
Obama was labeled as the beast 
rising out of the sea with seven 
heads and ten horns (aka anti-
Christ) by local right-wing kook 
letter writers. 

In reality, the manchild 
currently sitting behind the desk 
in the Oval Office is the person 
responsible for the aforementioned 
blasphemous claims. Where is the 
outrage from so-called evangelical 
Christians?

President Obama risked his 
entire second term on capturing 
or killing Osama bin Laden. The 
raid was a huge success, ending 
in the death of OBL. Quite a 
contrast from our current so-called 
commander in chief, who dodged 
the draft during the Vietnam War 
because of “bone spurs.” Calling 
Obama a coward, with Gen. “bone 
spurs” holding the White House 
hostage, hardly passes the laugh 
test. 

Once again, it’s just another 
glaring example of GOP hypocrisy.

Ray Estes
Redding

Write a letter 
tell us what you think in a letter 
to the editor. Send submissions of 
200 or fewer words to cnrletters@
newsreview.com. deadline for  
publication is noon on the tuesday 
prior to publication. 
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