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the city to be that partner,” she 
said. “When we’re looking for city 
property, we don’t have a lot of it 
available.”

Morgan anticipated some peo-
ple would be shocked by his aye 
vote, so he explained that this could 
drum up some interesting conversa-
tion, and “it’s irresponsible not to 
allow the discussion.” 

Another initiative that received 
support across ideological lines 
was Huber’s proposal to look into a 
homeless jobs program. In general, 
these programs provide work to the 
unhoused that include cleaning up 
blighted city areas. 

An ad hoc committee will 
review such programs elsewhere 
and discuss whether one could 
financially pencil-out for Chico. 

Some service providers in 
attendance were split on the topic. 
Angela McLaughlin, Safe Space 
Winter Shelter board president, 
said she was open to discussing 
the concept, but she was concerned 
about the efficacy without a com-
prehensive approach that included 
enough shelter beds or housing for 
the individuals who would partici-
pate. 

“It feels like it’s almost pander-
ing to a group of the community 
that says, ‘Well, they should just 
get a job,’ without taking into 
account the whole spectrum of 
issues we’re encountering,” she 
said. 

In contrast, Patrick Newman, of 
Chico Friends on the Street, said 
that people have to give those on 
the streets opportunities to live a 
dignified life, and this provides a 
counter-narrative to the claim that 
homeless people are destroying the 
town. 

“What you’re trying to do then 
is to humanize, include and social-
ize people on the streets,” he said. 
“This is a matter of how people see 
this population, and that’s a very 
powerful thing.” 

Vice Mayor Alex Brown, the 
only dissenting vote, voiced con-
cerns similar to McLaughlin’s. Just 
before casting her vote in support, 
Councilwoman Kasey Reynolds 
cited statistics from programs 
elsewhere that have helped house 
families and connected people to 
services. Morgan chimed in that 
he’d support it because he was “for 
progress.” 

—AshiAh schArAgA
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Call today for your fREE consultation!

2300 fAIR STREET | 530-343-7994 ExT 3401

SUpERIOR 
SERVICES

at a fair price

Specializing in:
Commercial & Recreational 

Building Services
Offices, Businesses, Schools and More! 

Menu of Services to Address 
Your Unique Needs

Eco-friendly 
Cleaning products 

& Methods

Supporting us 
Supports our 

Mission
We are a non-profit affiliate of the Work Training Center. 
By choosing our cleaning services, you also support our 

mission of providing work for adults with disabilities.

Make a  
difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 

Tickets are available at Diamond W Western Wear, the DCBA and www.downtownchico.com




