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On airplanes and taxes

Re “Revenue seekers” (Newslines,
by Ashiah Scharaga, Oct. 17):

As reported, two spoke (thanks,
Mary Kay Benson) in opposition to
restoring commercial air service to
the Chico Airport. Our reasoning
(falling on deaf ears) is simple: In a
time when the burning of fossil fuel
is precipitating an environmental
holocaust, our use of air transport
should be sharply curtailed, not
enabled. Beyond that, short-hop
flights (i.e., to SFO) are grossly
inefficient—worse than driving an
eight passenger van with only one
passenger. (Overall, buses are three
times more efficient than planes for
domestic, intercity travel.)

In other news, the council
heard painful facts from men in
suits—aka Team Nakamura. Chico
is roughly $500 million “in the red”
and counting—the lion’s share due
to deferred maintenance on sewers,
storm drains, traffic signals and,
especially, roads. Instead of raising
sales taxes in the last 10 years (as
did 99 percent of California cities),

Chico has been the poster child
of tax-phobia and slash-and-burn
governance.

A 1 cent sales tax is slated for
the ballot in 2020, and would bring
in about $18 million per year—little
and late. Short of divine interven-
tion, most of our roads—now need-
ing $400 million in repairs—will
suffer exponential deterioration and
pavement failure. Maybe there’s
some perverse environmental silver
lining to this mayhem.

Patrick Newman
Chico

Not so fast

Re “Where are the tax haters?”
(Editorial, Oct. 17):

There is much to hate in the
sales tax increase proposed. Bias
and disinformation abounded as
EMC Research’s survey contacted
400 out of 90,000 plus residents.
The desire to address unfulfilled
needs should offer voters optional
funding sources to achieve a stated
goal. A miniscule percentage of
potential voters were in favor of

the unrestricted funding intended
for the general fund. Granted, 70
percent of those 400 said yes, but
what about the remaining 89,600?
Representative of the rest of us, I
think not.

As to the amount, $200 per year
per person, that is erroneous. In
order for Chico to receive
$18 million in tax receipts, a family
of four would have to incur $80,000
in taxable purchases. As not all is
taxable, how does a family making
$40,000-plus do that? The aggregate
sales amount would have to be
$1.8 billion to award the city its
$18 million in revenue.

Chico needs road repair, street
lighting, fire and police, housing
and homeless issues resolved, but
do it with accurate, doable solutions.
What if the simple majority-passed
measure is used for pension
shortfalls, salary increases and other
perks? Think long and hard before
you vote. You may regret it.

Joe Azzarito
Chico
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THIS MODERN WORLD

CONSTITUTION TALK
WITH YOUR HOST, RUDY GIULIANI

FEW PEOPLE KNOW THIS, KIDS, BUT
THERE ARE MANY CIRCUMSTANCES
UNDER WHICH You HAVE NO OB-
LIGATION To RESPOND To A
CONGRESSIONAL SUBPOENA!

UM -~REALLY?

BY TOM TOMORROW

ABSOLUTELY! FOR INSTANCE, IF
YOU'RE SUBPOENAED IN THE COURSE
OF AN IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY
BASED ON A PERFECT PHONE
CALL THE PRESIDENT MADE--
YOU CAN JUST ToS5 THAT THING
RIGHT IN THE GARBAGE!

ESPECIALLY IF A LEADING DEMO-
CRAT ONCE MOCKINGLY PARAPHRASED
THE CONTENT OF THAT CALL WHILE
CHAIRING A HEARING! THAT NEGATES
ANY AUTHORITY HE MAY CLAIM
To HAVE! IT'S A MATTER OF BASIC
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW!
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ANYWAY, WE'RE NOT REALLY TALK-
ING ABOUT LAWS HERE, EXACTLY!
MORE LIKE SUGGESTIONS, To
BE TAKEN UNDER ADVISEMENT!
] [

REMEMBER, THIS ISN'T ACTUALLY
AN IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY==IT'S
A SO-CALLED “IMPEACHMENT
INQUIRY"! WITH AIR QUOTES!
THE CONSTITUTION IS YERY CLEAR
ON THIS DISTINCTION!

AS THE CONSTITUTION INDISPUTABLY
IMPLIES, YOU CANNOT IMPEACH

A PRESIDENT WHO'S DOING A GREAT
JoB! THEREFORE, THE CURRENT
EFFORT 15 ILLEGITIMATE! AND
EVERYONE KNOWS You DON'T
HAVE TO COOPERATE WITH A LEGAL
PROCEEDING You HAVE DECLARED
ILLEGITIMATE !

GOOD LORD, OF COURSE NoOT! You
CAN'T HAVE CRIMINALS RUNNING

AROUND REFUSING To OBEY THE

LAW! SOCIETY WoulLD COLLAPSE!
WHERE Do You KIDS EVEN GET
THESE CRAZY IDEAS?

I BLAME

EZZSd W5 ARREST 15 ILLEGIT-
IMATE! T DEMAND To SPEAK
1‘0 Y LAWYER!

ATTENTION BOOMERS

New to Medicare? Turning 65? Leaving an employer plan?
Looking for a competitive quote?

*Medicare Suplemental Plans. WE SHOP

*Medicare Advantage Plans.

Call Today for your FREE consultation.

Bruce Jenkins | brucejenkinsinsurance.com
CA License #0B86680

330 - 781 ~3592

SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY & SSI

“We help YOU through the System”

We assist with paperwork!

Attorney at Law

LAW OFFICES OF BETSY H. ALBERTS

Over 35 years of experience.

976 Mangrove, Chico * 530.893.8387E

AMY WALTZ DESIGNS

CHICO'S BEST KEPT SECRET FOR PERSONALIZED & HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
Mention this Ad for 20% OFF at our Boutique OR Use CNR20 at AMYWALTZ.COM!

290 Airpark Blvd. (Chico Airport) - Boutique Hours Wed-Fri 1pm-5pm

COME JOIN US FOR BURPEES 4 BOOBS!
SATURDAY « OCTOBER 26 * 8-9AM

Join us in the fight against
breast cancer! Fit 4 Prevention
is a national movement to
raise awareness about breast
cancer prevention through
fitness and wellness.

JOIN TODAY!
530.521.7800
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