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Ghost and vampire tales certainly 
lend themselves to the fall sea-

son. Nevertheless, 
I found it rather 
surprising that 
the Blue Room 
Theatre would 
stage back-to-
back Gothic hor-
ror stories to open 
its 2019/20 sea-
son. But, I had a 
chance to see both 
The Haunting 
of Hill House 
(in October) and 
now Let the Right 
One In—with its 
minimalist staging 
and exploration 
of alienation and 
family discord—

and I’ve come away with a greater 
appreciation of the depth and vari-
ety of applications of the “horror” 
genre.

This stage adaptation of Swedish 
author John Ajvide Lindqvist’s 2004 
vampire novel (which was also made 
into two well-received films, one 
Swedish, one American) takes place 
in “Blackeburg, a suburb in Sweden 
in 1983.” To depict the setting, stage 
designer Amber Miller created a 
stark interlocking network of silvery 
frames that, depending on the scene, 
represent either the forest outside the 
town or the dwellings and buildings 

of the town itself. In the opening 
scene we witness what appears to be 
a ritualistic murder and draining of 
blood from a victim strung up by his 
heels in the manner of an animal dis-
patched in a slaughterhouse.

From there, expository scenes 
proceed very quickly in a live 
theater equivalent of cinematic 
flashcut editing, with the actors 
serving as stagehands during the 
brief blackouts between tableaux. 
The play’s central character, Oskar 
(played by Lilia Chavira), is bul-
lied by his schoolmates pushing 
him around, tauntingly calling him 
“Piggy” and generally inspiring his 
fantasies of revenge.

Meanwhile, the townspeople 
are increasingly concerned about 
grisly murders in the woods and 
wonder if a mass murderer is afoot. 
In the midst of this tension, Oskar 
meets Eli (Lola Parks), a girl seem-
ingly about his own age, wander-
ing barefoot in the cold. The two 
develop a kinship based on their 
alienation from their parents, elders 
and contemporaries. However, Eli’s 
alienation stems from the fact that 
she is not a lonely girl but an ages-
old vampire who is not resigned to 
her fate and who harbors genuine 
compassion for Oskar, whose ostra-
cism from and bullying by his peers 
is a dim reflection of her separation 
from the world of the mortals she 
must feed on. 

With an excellent cast of 12 
delivering 40 scenes in its two acts, 
the relationship between the mis-
matched but complementary couple 
is illuminated and commented on 
by the society that neither of them 
is capable of rejoining. Oskar’s 
mother (Tricia McCutcheon) is a 
drink-swilling, red-robed drama 
queen and his estranged father 
(Justin Jodaitis) rejects his son’s 
approaches, further pushing Oskar 
outside of “normal” relationships.

Enhancing the play’s 1980s 
ambiance, director Martin Chavira 
has chosen a subtle musical back-
ground that employs repeated 
motifs from legendary English new 
wave band Joy Division’s song 
“She’s Lost Control” and Icelandic 
band The Sugarcubes’ “Birthday.” 
Both songs invoke the beauty and 
estrangement of the friendship 
between Oskar and Eli conveyed 
through haunting melodies and lyr-
ics such as “She has one friend/He 
lives next door/They’re listening to 
the weather.” 

The structure of the play, coming 
as it does in many short sequences, 
is very energetic, yet this pacing and 
fragmentation of narrative conveys 
a great amount of dramatic, thought-
provoking information that will 
leave viewers with conversational 
material long after the players have 
left the stage. Bite into it and savor 
the bloody surge. □
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SCENE DONATE  
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Cars For A Cause  
helps support Arc’s Family Support 

Programs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 
families when you donate your car.

* 100% Tax Dexuctible
*  We accept Vehicles  

Running or Not

* Free Vehicle Pickup
*  We take care of all 

paperwork and DMVRunning or Not

Make a difference in your 
community, call TODAY!

Call 343-3666
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Paradise Recreation & Park District  |  6626 Skyway – Paradise
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RegulaR HouRS (Subject to cloSeuRe):
SunDay - tHuRSDay 12 - 8pm | FRiDay 12 - 8pm & 9 - 11pm teen Skate
SatuRDay 12 - 10pm & Skate lessons 11am - 12pm

Private reNtal - Field triPs, Birthday Parties, CorPorate eveNts

daily admission $12

Make a  
difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 




