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we just take our marijuana ordi-
nance and permitting and apply 
it to flavored tobacco?” he said. 
“Marijuana? OK. Flavored tobacco? 
Not. It’s nuts.” 

Ultimately, the vote fell along 
party lines, with Morgan and 
Councilwoman Kasey Reynolds 
against. The council also voted to 
create a tobacco retail licensing pro-
gram, which will charge businesses 
a fee to operate, reserving funds for 
enforcement. 

Also on Tuesday, the council modified 
vehicular access in Upper Bidwell 
Park, ultimately deciding to open 
the length of Upper Park Road to 
traffic two days a week and close it 
another two days a week. The rest 
of the time, it’ll be open to cars up 
to Salmon Hole. 

It wasn’t an easy decision.
Accessibility and maintenance 

in Upper Park have been peren-
nial topics for the better part of the 
last decade. The city cannot afford 
to maintain the park, said Erik 
Gustafson, Public Works director 
of operations and maintenance, and 
the road has continued to degrade 
because of the park’s popularity (the 
unpaved section after the Diversion 
Dam gate has long been closed to 
cars). The city recently received 
about $700,000 from the State 
Water Resources Control Board to 
reconstruct 4.4 miles of the road-
way, from Horseshoe Lake to the 
end of Upper Park Road, along with 
trail repairs and realignment and 
stormwater diversion. 

The question was whether to 
limit access to better preserve it. 
Councilwoman Ann Schwab —
who’d lobbied for keeping the 
road closed past Salmon Hole until 
repair work is completed—and 
Councilman Karl Ory voted nay. 

Several public speakers advo-
cated for more funding for the park. 
Anna Moore, chair of the Bidwell 
Park and Playground Commission, 
said she supports a parking fee 
because of the “dire need” of rev-
enue for maintenance—the city 
estimated raking in as much as 
$800,000 per year from that long-
discussed option. 

Discussion of such fees, form-
ing a park foundation and funding 
a development director to drum 
up donations for the park was 
forwarded to the Internal Affairs 
Committee. Ory was the lone dis-
senter, citing opposition to fees. 

—AshiAh schArAgA
a s h i a h s@news r e v i ew. c om

Make a  
difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 

What can you offer the two thousand bird-watchers, nature 
enthusiasts and families expected to attend the 21st annual 
SNOW GOOSE FESTIVAL,  held in Chico January 22-26, 2020?
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