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About forced treatment
“Deteriorating on the streets” 
(Cover story, by Jocelyn Wiener, 
Jan. 9):

Though it’s a sad story, 
James Mark Rippee is fortunate 
to have such a loving family. 
Many out in the streets are 
not so lucky. As one who has 
worked in a state hospital in the 
1970s and who has witnessed 
5150s stemming from bad drugs, I 
have watched the debate between 
mandated treatment and civil liber-
ties and seen helpful and harmful 
effects of both.

One concept is at the crux of it: 
the continuum between freedom 
of choice and mandated treatment. 
Freedom of choice is available if 
one isn’t a danger to themselves or 
others. Mandated treatment protects 
one from doing harm and provides 
medical help. This has always been 
the stated circumstance for a 5150: 
danger to self or others. 

While civil liberties are a 
birthright, they stop when one does 
harm. The concept of freedom 

always pairs 
with personal 
responsibility. 
Mandated 
treatment helps 
an individual to 
gain the tools of 
education and 
self-advocacy 
leading again to 

self-sufficiency.
For either the medical commu-

nity or law enforcement to release 
someone into the community who 
has been known to inflict harm is 
absolutely shirking the very respon-
sibility they have been vested with 
and sworn to uphold.

Mary M. Nordskog
Paradise

For many concerned about 
homelessness and unhoused 
humans in our community, there’s 
a profound conundrum: What is 
most humane?

Is it more humane to leave a 
mentally ill individual to sleep 
under a bush in wet clothing, or to 
compel them into case-managed 

treatment? Is it more humane to 
leave addicts passed out in alleys, 
or to require they enter treatment 
to overcome their addiction?

To “compel” and “require” are 
to coerce. Coercion is to wield 
control over another’s freedom, and 
as such comes with grave respon-
sibility. Coercion should never be 
taken lightly or applied as a blanket 
remedy; it requires careful consid-
eration of an individual’s situation, 
and the likelihood of them harming 
others or themselves.

Alternatively, housing first 
paired with supportive services, 
adopted by Butte County, the state 
of California and numerous other 
jurisdictions around the country, 
has been proven to assist many 
mentally ill and addicted individu-
als in addressing their challenges. 
Because it removes them from 
the daily struggle to survive on 
the street, it allows them and 
their service providers to focus 
on recovery rather than where 
they will sleep that night, how to 
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