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location is a source of not just 
financial relief but also emo-
tional relief—while the county 
provided some services on the 
Ridge, a lot of people had to 
make trips to Chico or Oroville 
since the fire, and it was a real 
hardship. 

“It’s really important for us to 
have a presence here,” she said. 
“A lot of times people [have said], 
‘I just can’t get there.’” 

The Paradise center likely will 
improve staff efficiency as well, 
employees told the CN&R. 

Since the fire, the county 
has had workers reaching out 
to survivors across the Ridge, 
Kennelly said. Like Gilligan, they 
traveled to various locations to 
provide care. In the meantime, 
the county did a lot of assess-
ing before deciding whether to 
open a physical location again. 
For example, it had to determine 
how many children would return 
to Ridge schools, and how many 
people would choose to stay in 
the region. 

It became clear through its 

work and conversations with sur-
vivors that there was definitely a 
large enough population in need 
of help to warrant re-establishing 
a location on the Ridge, Kennelly 
said.

“As soon as we realized we 
had enough people that were 
interested and available … we 
started looking for locations,” he 
added, and pursuing grant fund-
ing.  

The county received a one-
time $100,000 grant from 
the North Valley Community 
Foundation to help open the 
center. But it’s Kennelly and 
Boston’s hope that it will grow 
and become an integral part of the 
recovery on the Ridge.  

“There are people here and 
they already have so many bar-
riers and challenges to their 
progress,” Boston said. “This is 
a place they can come and get 
whatever service they need.” Ω

Kid’s best 
friend
Growing up with 
a canine could 
lower the risk 
of developing 
schizophrenia as 
an adult. That’s 
according to 
a recent study 
of more than 
1,300 individuals 
conducted by Johns 
Hopkins University 
and the Sheppard Pratt 
Health System. The findings, 
published last month by PLOS 
ONE, showed that those who have a dog before turning 13 are signifi-
cantly less likely to be diagnosed with schizophrenia later—as much as 
25 percent. Dr. Robert Yolken, the study’s lead author, said in a Johns 
Hopkins Medicine news release that this possible protective effect 
could be attributed to “something in the canine microbiome that gets 
passed to humans and bolsters the immune system against or subdues 
a genetic predisposition to schizophrenia.” Researchers reported mixed 
news for cat lovers: they found a slightly increased risk of developing 
both schizophrenia and bipolar disorder for those first exposed to a cat 
between the ages of 9 and 12. 

WEEKLY DOSE

Get in touch: 
Walk-ins are allowed for the Department of 
Employment and Social Services (DESS) at 
7200 Skyway. Call 800-499-9189 for DESS; 
877-5845 to reach Behavioral Health. 

Foster Grandparents are volunteers who provide support in 
schools, afterschool programs, preschools, and child care centers 
in Butte and Colusa County. They are role models, mentors, 
and friends to children, focusing on literacy, mentoring, and 
school readiness. If you are 55 or over and want to stay active by 
serving children and youth in your community, you have what 
it takes to be a Foster Grandparent. Foster Grandparents serve 5 
to 40 hours per week. Volunteers may qualify to earn a tax-free, 
hourly stipend. You’ll receive pre-service screening, orientation, 
placement at your volunteer station and monthly training.  

Attend An upcoming orientAtion:
February 5th  or February 12th

orientations are 
from 10am-3pm 

and lunch is 
provided

Advance reservations are required
cAll to reserve A spot todAy! 

2020

35 Main Street Suite 205
Chico, CA 95928-5388

(530) 898-4307
www.passagescenter.org
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This guy saves you m

oney.




