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Time for a do-over
Re “Boundaries and bathrooms” 
(Newslines, by Ashiah Scharaga, 
Jan. 23):

I would never have expected 
Chico City Councilmen Sean 
Morgan and Karl Ory to be 
wallowing in the same trough of 
self-protection and self-aggrandize-
ment, but it is happening right now. 
True, Ory claims he will not run 
again for the City Council, but he 
indeed will still be a player in the 
game if the proposed district plan is 
adopted as presented.

There is only one solution. 
Start the process over again, using 
an impartial and balanced citizen 
panel to create a truly fair council 
districts map.

Bryce Goldstein moved the 
dial a tad by submitting a pair 
of alternative maps that tried to 
incorporate neighborhoods rather 
than politicians. She was never 
seriously acknowledged by the 
council majority.

In my 40 years of living in the 
greater Chico area, I don’t believe 

I have ever seen such a fiasco as 
that generated by the council shift 
to district elections. Perhaps we, 
the citizens, could stipulate that 
all candidates in the new districts 
be first-time candidates. In a rare 
moment, altruism might triumph 
over ambition.

And if the public really is angry, 
they may consider establishing a 
one-term limit.

Ronald Angle
Chico

Hire an outsider
Re “Long goodbye” (Newslines, by 
Andre Byik, Jan. 23):

The retirement of Police Chief 
Mike O’Brien gives the good 
people of Chico the opportunity to 
end the secrecy and nontranspar-
ency inside the Chico Police 
Department. Mr. O’Brien’s refusal 
to cooperate with a state law, 
Senate Bill 1421, is symptomatic 
of his pattern of cover-up and 
misleading the public. 

Citizens of Chico, do not let Mr. 
O’Brien handpick his successor. 

Press the council and city manager 
to hire a new chief from outside 
of the department. New ideas will 
facilitate the end of the nontrans-
parent policies of Mr. O’Brien. 
Now is the time to end the depart-
ment’s history of trigger-happy 
“peace officers” who shoot first and 
ask questions later.

Scott Rushing
Ventura

Eco positivity 
Re “Bioneers pioneers” (Greenways, 
by Evan Tuchinsky, Jan. 23):

Thank you for the article alerting 
us that the Chico Women’s Club is 
bringing back community viewing 
of some of the keynote speakers at 
the annual Bioneers conference. 

Pioneer Bioneers have been 
working to save our planet for 30 
years with some amazing solutions 
to our ecological problems. As I 
have watched our Earth literally 
become more “hellish” all these 
years, it has been the Bioneers 
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Make a  
difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 
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