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Homelessness, housing

One way to avoid having the
homeless camping on our side-
walks would be to provide free
dwellings and utilities in trailers
similar to those provided by PG&E
for their employees at the Tuscan
Ridge on Skyway at a location
similar to that.

This should be a guarded
community similar to Tuscan
Ridge. Reasonable rent should be
charged to those receiving any kind
of income. Free bus service would
be needed to the city transporta-
tion center. There would be other
services required in addition to
those mentioned.

Providing housing for the
homeless can be compared to
providing food stamps. We can’t
stand by and watch people starve,
and we shouldn’t have to watch
people die due to lack of shelter.

Dick Fernandez
Paradise

Housing affordability is no
longer just a low-income crisis in

Butte County: The median house-
hold income in Butte County is
$43,165. Meaning as many house-
holds make more than $43,165 as
make less. The federal definition
for affordable housing is housing
that costs less than or equal to

30 percent of your gross income,
including utilities.

A household median income
would be in an affordable housing
situation with rent plus utilities
being less than or equal to $1,079 a
month. Compare this with a luxury
two-bedroom, two-bathroom home
for $1,395, which translates to
33 percent above the household
median affordability, not including
utilities!

Fair market value for a two-
person household rental in Butte
and Glenn counties was $1,144
in 2019. Hence median income
affordability in Butte County falls
below fair-market rate for people
living in a two-person dwelling.
Look out, middle-middle class—
you’re next!

Bill Mash
Chico

Primary election chatter

All public agencies have the same
spending problem. As the CN&R
reported in 2007, ever-increasing
salaries with little or no contribution
from employees toward the cost

of overgenerous benefits packages
have created enormous “liabilities.”
That is, the difference between what
employees expect to get in pension,
and what they pay into it.

Until recently, for example,
Chico Area Recreation and Park
District employees paid nothing
toward their pensions, even those
making salaries over $100,000/year.
Now the general manager, with a
recent salary increase to $124,000/
year, pays only 8 percent of that
agency’s cost for a pension of 70
percent of highest year’s salary. This
has created a pension deficit of over
$2.7 million for an agency with
34 full-time employees.

Both the city and CARD have
proposed tax increases. CARD’s
parcel tax, Measure A, is on the
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New to Medicare? Turning 65? Leaving an employer plan?
Looking for a competitive quote?

*Medicare Suplemental Plans.

WE SHOP

*Medicare Advantage Plans.

Call Today for your FREE consultation.

Bruce Jenkins | brucejenkinsinsurance.com
CA License #0B86680

330 - 781 ~3592
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DISABILITY & SSI

“We help YOU through the System”

We assist with paperwork!

Attorney at Law
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