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photo is an altered “Now leaving 
California” sign. It reads: “Was it 
something we taxed?”  

Here, a couple hundred members 
share California laws and regulations 
they find ridiculous or costly, affirm-
ing their and other members’ deci-
sion to leave. Mostly, though, they 
share stories of other Californians 
leaving California.

“I joined this group so I would 
at least have others to commiser-
ate with,” said group member 
Melinda Temblador, who said she 
left “Commiefornia” because of “the 
high cost of everything, extreme 
moral decay and [being] pretty sick 
of bearing the cost of freeloaders for 
their free medical, free college, free 
free free stuff while I slave away 
staying awake at night wondering 
how I’m going to pay for my daugh-
ter’s college but the illegal next door 
gets it for free.

“If you sense a lot of anger on 
my part,” she wrote, “you would be 
correct. We absolutely made the best 
decision to flee. Have no regrets and 
are actively helping several family 
members to leave ASAP as well.”

Other group members echoed 
Temblador’s sentiments, adding that 
the state’s liberal bent left them feel-
ing frustrated and isolated.

“I guess maybe it helps to solid-
ify the fact we are not alone,” said 
Jonathan English Olmstead, who 
plans to leave California. “In this 
state, being a devoted Christian and 
Republican you feel as though you 
are the only one with these views.”

Not everyone is taking off for 
cheaper or greener pastures. Some 
have instead resorted to subletting 
or moving in with family to meet 
increased rental prices. 

Raycheal Jarvis, a native of 
Marina in northern Monterey County, 
said she and her family, including 
four children, are living with her 
in-laws. Jarvis wanted to stay in 
Marina, “where neighbors still look 
out for one another,” but commuters 
to San Jose are snapping up prop-
erties at sky-high prices, she said. 
Jarvis is looking at other options, but 
so far, it seems the only place she 
and her family can afford housing is 
outside of the area. 

“We don’t make enough to afford 
a home big enough to raise our fam-
ily,” she said. Ω

defines more issues than any other issue 
in this state.”

Between 2010 and 2017, negative 
domestic migration to the state increased 
annually, according to the California 
Association of Realtors. In the same 
period, the median cost of a home in 
California doubled; in the Bay Area, it 
tripled.

“About 32 percent of households in 
California can afford to buy a median-
priced home, which is around $600,000,” 
said Oscar Wei, the realtor association’s 
senior economist and director of research. 
“Compared to 2012, we were at 52 percent 
[across the state]. In San Francisco and San 
Mateo, only 12 [percent] or 13 percent 
of residents can afford to buy a median-
priced home there.”

In San Francisco, a median-priced 
home costs around $1.5 million.

Wei said states with a low cost of liv-
ing or no income tax can tempt people by 
offering wages that aren’t quite middle 
class in California, but would put them 
above average elsewhere.

“In California, to buy a median-price 
home it requires an income of $100,000,” 
he said. “In Arizona, you can buy a 
median-priced home with an income of 
$50,000-$60,000.”

While Wei does not expect housing 
prices to drop the way they did at the end 
of the last decade, when the housing bub-
ble burst, he does anticipate price drops 
in the next five to 10 years if the housing 
crisis isn’t addressed. 

“We have been seeing some com-
panies leaving So Cal and the Bay 
Area,” said Wei. “Toyota and Nissan 
left Southern California, and home 
prices might have slowed down but they 
haven’t dropped really significantly.

“If the housing affordability issue isn’t 
addressed in the next five to 10 years, we 
will see companies starting to move out,” 
he said. However, he didn’t think enough 
companies would move out over a short 
enough period to truly tumble housing 
prices.

“After all,” he said, “California is a good 
place to live. It’s the cost that is an issue.”

‘The state pushed 
 us out ’

Pat Tollefson, who said her great-
great-grandfather, Joseph Fredrick 
Snyder, was an early settler of Salinas 
in the 1860s, moved to Washington 
state with her husband three years ago, 
after spending her first 60 years in California. 

“We love California, but the state 
pushed us out,” she wrote to The Salinas 
Californian on Facebook. 

“The first year [living in Washington], 
our Prius’ California renewal registra-
tion was due at a cost of $290, but we 
transferred the registration to Washington 
state at a cost of $63,” she said. “That 
was just one surprise benefit!”

Tollefson said the couple found that 
the cost of purchasing a home, as well as 
utilities, were lower than they had paid 
in California. The lower cost of living, 
combined with their access to nature, has 
helped lower their stress.

Salinas real estate agent Chris Barrera 
has worked for Windermere Valley 
Properties for five years. In the last few 
years, he has seen more and more clients 
cite cost of living as a main reason they 
are leaving California. 

He estimated about a quarter of the 
20 clients he works with in a month feel 
they could no longer afford living in the 
state. Most are in the service industry 
or live on a fixed income, and many are 
leaving for Texas and Idaho—states with 
a low or no income tax, and a low cost 
of living.

“People are being priced out,” Barrera 
said. “I have a lot of clients who are sell-

ing and they’re just tired of California 
politics. 

“Monterey County is one of the most 
expensive places to live in the U.S., and 
the only other option is to have numerous 
families living at one property,” he said. 

That creates its own problems and can 
push people out.

“When does this stop?” Barrera asked. 
“When does this start evening out? All 
of us are going to be in that situation one 
day when we retire. To have to leave 
where our family is and where we were 
brought up just because we can’t afford it 
is pretty sad.”

‘A lot of anger’
Those who leave California don’t 

always leave it behind, though. 
Communities that sometimes double 

as support groups have sprung up online 
for former Californians. Here, they can 
complain about their former state, or 
even their new one, while still maintain-
ing that they’re glad they left.

Some also say politics, not just taxes, 
play a role in their decision to leave.

In “CA Exodus and Ex-CAers,” a 
Facebook group for ex-Californians 
and those planning to leave, the banner 
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Rents eating up a larger chunk of incomes

   Source: Legislative Analyst’s Office

Where did 
they go?

 Nearly 700,000 Californians left 
the state in 2018. Here are their 
top 10 destinations. 

State         Number of people
Texas ................... 86,164 

Arizona ................. 68,516

Washington ........... 55,467

Nevada ................. 50,707 

Oregon ................. 43,058 

Colorado ............... 28,288 

Florida .................. 26,888 

New York .............. 25,255 

Virginia ................. 21,210 

Idaho .................... 21,018 

Source: American Community Survey 
(U.S. Census Bureau) 

Make a  
difference.

as a Mentor, you become a teacher, an advocate and a friend.

Information Sessions are held 
weekly. Please call now to R.S.V.P.
Sarah Lucas (530) 221-9911

California MENTOR is seeking 
individuals and families who 
have an extra bedroom and want 
to make a difference in the life 
of an adult with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Special 
Needs Adult(s) live with you in 
your home and you Mentor them 
toward a brighter future. Receive 
ongoing support and a generous 
monthly payment (Approx. $1100/
mo - $4400/mo).

Requirements:  
*Valid drivers license   
*Vehicle   
*Must be at least 21 years of age   
*A spare bedroom   
*Clean criminal record 

Friday February 28 
& Saturday February 29

Specials • Gifts • Drawings
For more inFormation, visit

www.LocalNurseryCrawl.com

Join Us For the 7th annUal

Mon- Thurs 8aM-4pM 
Fri & saT 8:30aM-5pM 
2270 Fair sTreeT  |  343-7615

All new menu & kitchen!
Completely redecorated!

Weekly specials!
FRI & SAT PRIme RIb!

NeW HouRS: Thurs-Fri 4pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-9pm 
4945 Hwy 99E, Vina • (530) 839-2838 • Lassensteakhousebar.com

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!




