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die outside. This is neither 
“Democratic” nor “Republican.” It’s 
unconscionable.

Robyn Engel
Chico

Coronavirus, etcetera 
Re “Preparations” (Second & 
Flume, by Melissa Daugherty, Feb. 
27):

When U.S. Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar 
stepped to the podium, it’s clear his 
job wasn’t to outline a strategy to 
combat a global pandemic; it was to 
give President Trump fealty through 
kudos. 

At a recent campaign rally 
Trump exclaimed that coronavirus 
is a “new hoax” by Democrats and 
the media. His supporters believe 
the self-serving sewage that comes 
out of his mouth.

In 2018, Trump axed 80 percent 
of the funding for U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
program devoted to global disease 
outbreaks, and eliminated the 
National Security Council position 
leading global health security and 
biodefense. He seeks further cuts 
to the CDC and National Institutes 
of Health budgets, and Medicaid 
funding. His leadership makes it 
easier to get sick and harder to get 
medical care.  

To Trump, the coronavirus 
threatens his re-election, not 
the health of Americans. U.S. 
commerce is endangered and Wall 
Street investors have factored in his 
incompetence, which is contributing 
to the market sell-off.

Trump tapped Vice President 
Mike Pence, someone who substi-
tutes moral pronouncements for 
scientific knowledge, to head up 
the response team. All statements 
and interviews by scientists must 
be approved by Pence. Soon after 
his appointment, Pence headed 
to Florida for a $25,000 a plate 
fundraiser.  

Roger S. Beadle
Chico

The current crop of Democrat 
presidential hopefuls and their 
local ilk scare me far more than the 
coronavirus ever could.

Ken Carlsen
Durham

Chico’s bungled bike racks
There are thousands of us in 
Chico who use bicycles for daily 
transportation. Theft or damage is 

a constant worry. Vast resources 
are spent for parking cars, when 
we should be encouraging nonau-
tomotive transportation, especially 
downtown. 

We need more and better 
bicycle parking. There is an obvi-
ous need for a parking space in 
front of the Upper Crust Bakery 
& Cafe, especially now that Bill’s 
Towne Lounge is across the street. 
There should be a space in front of 
Campus Bicycles—imagine a car 
dealership without any parking. 
The DMV has badly designed 
racks for bicycles, and they are 
installed backward, as so many 
of that type are all over town. 
Barnes & Noble has had its 
bicycle racks installed incorrectly, 
so as to be almost unusable, for at 
least 20 years. 

If car drivers had to put up 
with this sort of thing, you would 
hear the whining from here to the 
moon. In one of the potentially 
most bicycle-friendly towns in 
Northern California, we can do 
better.

Nelson Kaiser
Chico

Disappointing no-shows
Recently, the local League of 
Women Voters (LWV) sponsored 
important candidate forums. Such 
forums offered voters a chance to 
get to know candidates running for 
elected office.  

Noticeably absent were key 
Republican incumbents, including 
Congressman Doug LaMalfa, 
state Sen. Brian Dahle and state 
Assemblywoman Megan Dahle. 

Their absence was conspicuous, 
disappointing and, in my opinion, 
inexcusable.

After communicating with the 
LWV, I learned the following: 

Doug LaMalfa replied he 
would not attend such events 
during the primary season, but 
would participate during the 
run-up to the general election in 
November.

As for Brian and Megan Dahle, 
neither offered the courtesy of a 
reply. 

According to the LWV: 
“Starting in December, as soon as 
the official list of candidates was 
ready, we tried to contact Megan 
and Brian Dahle by email and by 
phone with no response whatso-
ever. We also tried some personal 
calls. Our initial emails requested 
their availability, also with no 

response.” 
While town halls, forums and 

press interviews may be annoying, 
inconvenient and perhaps even 
politically disadvantageous, they 
are an inherent part of holding 
public office and must be accom-
modated at every opportunity. 

Dare I say, if you can’t stand the 
heat, then get out of the political 
kitchen.

Pete Stiglich
Cottonwood

Here we go again
The GOP-controlled Senate is 
celebrating the resurrection early 
this year. No, not Easter—rather 
they’re restoring the seemingly 
dead Burisma/Biden probe that 
Rudy Gulliani spent millions of 
taxpayer dollars on and that led to 
nothing but debunked dead-end 
streets. 

Since Feb. 7, no tweets, 
no Sunday talk shows, not a 
peep about the “rabbit hole” 
probe. Interestingly, at the time, 
Biden was trailing in the polls 
and lagging behind three other 
contenders in the Democratic 
primaries, including losses in 
Iowa, New Hampshire and 
Nevada. 

Fast-forward one month, and 
Biden suddenly won every county 
in the South Carolina primary, and 
was back in the race as a threat to 
Trump. Biden furthermore picked 
up endorsements from former 
Democratic rivals Amy Klobuchar, 
Pete Buttigieg and Beto O’Rourke, 
as well as heavyweights Rep. 
James Clyburn and retired Sen. 
Harry Reid. 

All of a sudden, on the same 
day that Biden won in South 
Carolina, Republican Sen. Ron 
Johnson thought it necessary 
to restore the seemingly dead 
Burisma probe, suggesting he 
would subpoena former Ukrainian 
diplomat Andrii Telizhenko to 
testify in the Senate about Hunter 
Biden’s corruption as a Burisma 
board member. 

This is where your taxpayer 
dollars go, folks. Once again, GOP 
hypocrisy never ceases to amaze.

Ray Estes
Redding

More letters online: 
We’ve got too many letters for this space. 
please go to www.newsreview.com/chico  
for additional readers’ comments  
on past cn&r articles.

All new menu & kitchen!
Completely redecorated!

Weekly specials!
FRI & SAT PRIme RIb!

NeW HouRS: Thurs-Fri 4pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-9pm 
4945 Hwy 99E, Vina • (530) 839-2838 • Lassensteakhousebar.com

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

DONATE  
YOUR CAR

Cars For A Cause  
helps support Arc’s Family Support 

Programs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 
families when you donate your car.

* 100% Tax Dexuctible
*  We accept Vehicles  

Running or Not

* Free Vehicle Pickup
*  We take care of all 

paperwork and DMVRunning or Not

Make a difference in your 
community, call TODAY!

Call 343-3666

Monthly Giveaways, Educational 
Information on Geology, 

 and Daily Deals!

Crystals • roCks • Gems 
minerals • Jewelry • Fossils 

Home DeCor • art • anD more!

Downtown Chico
835 Main Street • 530 809 0091

@geologyrocksandminerals  •  www.geologyrocksandminerals.org




