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‘Human travesty’ 
Re “Stuck in survival mode” 
(Cover story, by Ashiah 
Scharaga, March 5):

Surviving when destitute 
is a frantic, 24/7 job, and 
dignity isn’t part of the gig.

As I was reading the 
CN&R’s cover story, a dear friend 
texted me about a mutual friend 
whose FEMA-assisted housing has 
run out, rendering that person home-
less. This is a grandmother with a 
medical condition who was couch-
surfing with a family member on 
the Ridge when the Camp Fire took 
all they had but their lives.

Yet, in spite of the pervasive 
human travesty in front of us, we 
continue without any plans for 
immediate or short-term solutions to 
affordable and supportive housing. 
Neither are we sanctioning emer-
gency shelters that people can use 
as a safety net from being without 
a place to safely lay their head at 
night. All of this harm is enabled 
by the federal, state and county 
response that is, by design, intended 

to force people to 
leave the area.

How we allow this 
to be an acceptable 
community response 
is woefully un-Amer-
ican and far removed 
from a neighborly, 
Christ-like response.

Bill Mash
Chico

Two views on commentary
Re “Hatred and fear not welcome 
here” (Guest comment, by Lauren 
Kohler, March 5):

I’m grateful to Lauren Kohler 
for her insightful guest comment.

To the extent our objective is to 
limit or eliminate the human rights 
and civil liberties of any class or 
identity group, it’s useful to have 
language making that group less 
worthy—or just plain unworthy. 
In Chico’s ugly history, I have no 
doubt those who drove out the 
Chinese and lynched the Maidu had 
plenty of “othering” words avail-
able—like “chink” and “digger.” 

History repeats itself as lynch 
mobs gather at council meetings, 
promoting the notion that the home-
less are needle-scattering vermin. 
Calling them “transients” is one way 
to signal that sentiment: A homeless 
person is a human being; a transient 
is human litter, a thing that ought to 
be moving along, to anywhere but 
here. 

To those who join these mobs, I 
ask you to do one thing, above all 
others: Spend time with the home-
less on their turf. Hand out a few 
socks. Keep at it. I think you’ll find 
this all becomes more complicated 
than any version of the “us vs. 
them” formula will allow. 

Patrick Newman
Chico

Ms. Kohler rails against the “us 
vs. them” homeless situation in 
Chico and then goes on to create 
her own of people who don’t use 
the word “transient” and those 
who do. She sings the praises of 
herself for not using the word 
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