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ARTS DEVO
by JASON CASSIDY • j a sonc@newsre v i ew . com

THANK YOU! This newspaper is in your hands because of you. You gave money in a shutdown 
economy during a global pandemic ... to a broke newspaper! You gave money to Arts DEVO, literally. 
I still have a job thanks to reader donations (as well as some of that sweet low-interest federal 
cash). I imagine that it was community journalism, and not dog food and my mortgage, that was 
on your mind when you hit the “Donate Now” button—but with a very content poodle at my feet 
and a roof over my head, I promise to put in good work with my co-conspirators to honor your 
support and keep this Chico institution vital. 

As you’ll read in other places in this issue (see Second & Flume, page 4; Publisher’s note, page 
6), we are still fi gur-
ing out what form the 
CN&R will take post-
pause. One thing we do 
know is that we’ll be be 
telling our community’s 
stories daily on the 
new improved website 
(chico.newsreview.
com) and monthly in 
print through October. 
And, after that, hope-
fully something more 
permanent. 

I KNOW YOU’VE BEEN UP TO SOMETHING I realize that few of the fun places where inspiring 
stuff happens are open, and that most won’t be for some time, but I also know that many of 
you have spent your shelter-in-place making cool stuff. You’ve had to! And that is something. In 
fact, it might be everything. I’m going to have to tell plenty of bummer stories about the dam-
aged art scene (see “Canceled by COVID,” page 28), but what’s going to get me and you through 
this time is the art you make. 

Help me tell the story behind the song you’ve been wood-shedding. Please, send me your 
pissed-off poetry. Share the series of paintings that nobody has seen yet! 

Or, maybe you didn’t make a damn thing, and you fi lled your lockdown with a bunch of freaky 
depravity? That sounds amazing! Defi nitely send me evidence of that. 

I’m not just joking here. I really do want to be connected to whatever everyone’s been up to. 
Email me right now and I will celebrate it, either on these rare pages or online. Like this:

Zac Elstein, one of my favorite local artists, is always working on something new. He spent last 
year making beautiful creepy light boxes fi lled with animal skeletons, dead plants, and deteriorat-
ing wood and metal detritus for multiple exhibitions that I couldn’t keep my eyes off. This year, 
he’s building art for our ears. His 
handmade wooden music boxes are 
simple, beautiful machines that look 
like little speaker boxes, with speak-
er grills fashioned out of lace fabric 
of various patterns. The music com-
ing from inside comes from a tiny 
MP3 player that’s been programmed 
with a melody Elstein crafted on a 
punch-card music box and then re-
corded. Songs range from “Novem-
ber Rain” by Guns ’N’ Roses to “Space 
Oddity” by David Bowie. Elstein sells 
the boxes for $50 and will program 
one with your song of choice for an 
additional $30. (He says the most 
requested are Radiohead and John 
Prine songs.) 

Check out @_music_boxes_ on 
Instagram for video examples, 
with each of Elstein’s music boxes 
set in uniquely dressed still life 
scenes.

 

Music box still life by Zac Elstein.

Just a Chico hero shotgunning-in-place with his roomies.

Thank you  
to our community for 

your support!

We are 
open!

dining rooms are open | 7 days a week 7am-8pm
entree express, doordarsh, grubhub and Uber eats delivery available

Thank yoU Cnr for 35 of years of greaT serviCe!

1695 Mangrove Ave. 
530-895-1195 

www.CozyDinerChico.com

2396 Esplanade  
530-343-3968  

www.KalicoKItchenChico.com

10% OFF any
dine-in 
Or tO-gO Order*

Please call in 30 minutes ahead on all To-Go orders
Not valid with any other discount, coupon, any all you can eat meals,  

or 2 for 1 special pricing. Expires 08/01/20

CoUpon valid monday-friday
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& to-go 
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