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‘Teach anyway’

‘I  hate it, too.”
That was my message to one of my juniors back 

in April. Distance learning had been suddenly foisted 
upon us, and he was struggling with staying interested 

in it. I had come up with a combi-
nation of reading assignments, 
clips from YouTube, my own 
video lessons and Zoom meetings 
that seemed to work for some kids, 
sort of. But I wasn’t happy either.

I got into teaching because I 
care about kids. I enjoy interacting 
with them and building relation-
ships with them. How could I do 
that on Zoom? 

I’m sure my own frustration 
and anxiety came out in a few 
of my conversations, even as I 
assured kids that I’d find a way 
to make this all work for them. It 
couldn’t possibly be forever, right?

After a surge in COVID-19 
cases, the narrative that we will 
all go back to “normal” soon 

seems incredibly naïve.
Schools right now are having meetings with 

committees of educators asking teachers to, once 
again, reinvent what we do for a living to match a new 
situation. For those of us teaching in Paradise, you’d 
think we’d be used to it by now. In December 2018, 
we were teaching in a mall. The following January, we 
were teaching in an office building. By August of last 
year, we were back on campus but with PG&E shutting 
down the power intermittently. Then in March, we were 
all thrown into distance learning. School starts in one 
week, and here we are, planning what we hope will be 
a better, more rigorous, more helpful form of distance 
learning.

I have students back in houses on the Ridge. But 
I also have students still sleeping on the couches of 
friends and family. Some are in RVs, with the town 
telling them they can’t stay. Students for whom sports 
programs are a core part of their identity have their 
seasons up in the air. My kids have an added layer of 
unanswered questions and unfamiliar settings on top of 
the unknowns students everywhere are facing.
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Have an opinion about a recent CN&R story or 
anything else happening locally? Then share it 
with us and the community. Send your letter 
(200 words or less) to:
cnrletters@newsreview.com 

What do 
you think?

Deadline to be considered for next print issue: August 21

Yoga Center of ChiCo 

yogacenterofchico.com • 342-0100
250 Vallombrosa #150 • next to t-bar

Offering On-line and 
limited in-studiO classes

we are open! 

 Join us! see our web-site 
yogacenterofchico.com for info




