America’s modern religious war

here is a civil war in American Christianity: The Christian

Right declaring Trump the Lord’s anointed versus
progressive Christians denouncing him.

Did Republicans buy the evangelicals or the
evangelicals take over the Republican Party? Each
side gained. Evangelicals got the appointment of
conservative judges; an unflinching rejection of abor-
tion and the promise to revoke Roe v. Wade; a gradual
de-privileging of homosexuality
and gay marriage; and an activist
guarantee of freedom of religion,
including government support of
religious schools and religious
symbols in the public square and
the withdrawal of prosecution of
religious prejudice against homo-
sexual and other liberal civil rights.

In turn, the Christian Right
by bestowed religious legitimation on
the philosophy of small govern-
ment with no responsibility for
social justice and the baptism of
unregulated capitalism as God’s
own economics. The self-congrat-
ulatory ideology of the shining city
became God’s American dream,
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while our political-economic culture was shielded
from religious critique. The idea of “social sin” and
“structural analysis” of an economy that immiserates
the poor and destroys the environment was rejected in
the name of opposing cultural Marxism and preserving
Christianity as a purely individualist path to salvation.
Contemporary Catholic neo-conservatism was insist-
ing that a pro-life stance is the single moral issue decisive
in politics, while also giving disencumbered capitalism
a pass from a century of Catholic social theology that
championed the poor as victims of rapacious capitalism.
On the opposite side of this civil war, progressive
Christians call for the demise of the Christian Right,
lest it discredit all religious belief and contribute to the
marginalization of historic Christianity. They propose
a renewed social gospel that carries the essence of
Christianity onto the streets, fights for social justice
and champions “the least of these” in a grossly unequal
system. They applaud Pope Francis’ social theology
and the sacramentalization of workers and unions.
How will this end? In view of the insurrection at the
U.S. Capitol, will the Christian Right admit it wasn’t
God who anointed Trump but their own mistaking the
idolatry of Christian nationalism for historic Biblical
Christianity? Will left and right Christians find ways to
work for the good of the whole? a

THIS MODERN WORLD
(TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY APPLY)

NO ONE COULD HAVE FORESEEN IT
HOW COULD POLICE POSSIBLY HAVE
PREPARED FOR AN ANGRY MOB THAT
HAD BEEN OPENLY PLOTTING TO

STORM THE CAPITOL FoR WEEKS?

IT'S NOT AS IF THERE ARE
ANY RECENT EXAMPLES

WITH TWo WEEKS LEFT IN THIS
ADMINISTRATION, WE ARE ALL RE-
SIGNING AS A MATTER of PRINCIPLE!

DECENT PEOPLE SUCH
AS OURSELVES MUST
DRAW THE LINE
SOMEWNERE!

BY TOM TOMORROW

DEMOCRATS WHO WANT US To
RESIGN FOR ENCOURAGING SEDITION
SHOULD $TOP BEING 50 DIVISIVE!

How TRUE, SENATOR
HAWLEY! WE'LL NEVER
HEAL AS A NATION IF
THE LEFT INSISTS ON
HOLDING PEOPLE AC-
COUNTABLE FOR THE WORDS
THEY HAPPEN TO SAY!

NSURR ON O
BERAIN

HEY EVERYONE! HERE WE ARE,
LIVESTREAMING WITH OUR FACES
FULLY EXPOSED WHILE WE COMMIT
FELONIES IN THE UNITED STATES
CAPITOL !

- [HERE'S MY LD. IN CASE
ANYONE NEEDS To FIND ME!

CANCELING
MY BOOK
CONTRACT
15 THE REAL

THE BAFFLED KING
THE WHITE-HAIRED GUY BETRAYED
ME, DEMOCRATS WANT TO IMPEACH
ME AGAIN, AND WORST OF ALL,
TWITTER PERMANENTLY
BANNED ME!
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HOW cAN THIS BE MAPPENING?
DOESN'T ANYONE REMEMBER THE
BOAT PARADES??!

THIS IS NOT WHO WE ARE

CONSPIRACY=-ADDLED WHITE SUPREMA-
CISTS INCITED TO VIOLENCE BY A
DERANGED PRESIDENT WHO HAS
NO RESPECT FOR LAWS OR DECENCY?
THAT 15 NOT THE AMERICA T KnNow!
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ALSO, I JUST WOKE UP FROM A

FIE YEAR COMA. DID T MISS
ANYTHING ?

ToM 'ﬁMoRRON@ 2021 ...www.thismodemworld.com...twitter.com/tomtomorrow

YOGA CENTER OF CHICO

START OFF YOUR NEW
\ “.YEAR WITH YOGA
WE ARE OPEN FOR BOTH ON-LINE

AND LIVE IN-STUDIO CLASSES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
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YOGACENTEROFCHICO.COM * 342-0100
250 VALLOMBROSA #150 * NEXT TO T-BAR
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
SHARING FACTS & INFORMATION.

Virtual Monthly Support Group
Group Meetings Via Zoom

MONDAY, JAN 18 & FEB 15, 2021
5:30 — 7:00pm

EMAIL US FOR THE ZOOM MEETING LINK AT
THELYMECENTER@GMAIL.COM

tne
LY M E Follow us on 0
CENTER Help line: (530) 877-6666

Chico califonia www.thelymecenter.org

Think you might
have Lyme?

Make Extra Money
and Change a Life!
Adult(s) with special needs lives with you in
your home, and you mentor them towards
a better future. Earn up to $5000/mo.
Must be at least 21, have a spare bedroom,
clean criminal record and vehicle.

California

MENTOR

Making community

health our priority
-since 2010-

>40-80

SLIDING SCALE

CHICO
COMMUNITY

ACUPUNCTURE $10 INITIAL PATIENT FEE

FOR APPOINTMENTS
(530) 345-5300 | ChicoCommunityAcupuncture.com
1815 Mangrove Ave., Chico
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