City workers dismantle camps during evictions
at the Windchime Park encampments on April 1.
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and Ritter, the group includes
Councilmembers Sean Morgan and
Kasey Reynolds, Supervisor Tod
Kimmelshue, Chico City Manager
Mark Orme, other city staff, county
personnel from the departments of
Behavioral Health and Employment
and Social Services (DESS), and
representatives for Assemblyman
James Gallagher and Congressman
Doug LaMalfa. The meetings

have been held in person every
month since January and at a dif-
ferent location each time (one each
at DESS buildings in Chico and
Oroville, and one at a Chico city
building).

“At the last [city/county] meet-
ing together, the City Council
attendees (Morgan was not present
and the discussion was led by the
mayor) determined that additional
emergency shelter beds may not be
necessary to add to the continuum as
there is consideration that there will
be enough beds for the homeless
who want to stay in a shelter bed
once the ‘new’ beds currently under
development are made available by
service providers,” Kochems told
the CN&R March 30. “This thought
process is considering that there
are quite a few of the Chico home-
less that prefer to live outdoors in a
nomadic type of environment.”

Kochems said the group
approved a plan to conduct needs
assessment surveys at the meeting.

The new beds Kochems referred
to are various projects included in a
report on upcoming shelter beds she
presented to the council on March
16. However, many of those 390

potential beds will not be avail-
able for months or even years, and
some—Ilike 100 beds that could
possibly manifest by February 2023
as a result of affordable housing
efforts—are hypothetical. Only 50
beds—from a Torres Community
Shelter expansion—will provide
additional emergency shelter on a
nightly basis.

Regarding sanctioned camping,
Kochems said her statement in the
email to an advocate was based on
the council’s lack of receptiveness to
solutions.

“The City Council has been pro-
vided many safe parking and out-
door sheltering proposals/solutions
by individuals and service provider
organizations since my tenure with
the city,” she said. “These solutions
have come through city email in
which City Council members and
city staff have been copied. At any
time, council members could move
a solution to a City Council agenda
for further discussion, and that has
only happened once and council
did not approve it [a ‘safe parking’
initiative proposed by the North
State Shelter Team that would
allow overnight vehicle stays at the
Caltrans park and ride on Highway
32, rejected Feb. 2]. As well, city
staff have presented options for
council to consider and that has not
made any forward momentum in the
past eight months. One might say
that council members are not inter-
ested in implementing an outdoor
shelter environment.”

Debatable direction

Coolidge said the discussions
had at the March city/county collab-
orative meeting have not impacted
city policy toward efforts to address
homelessness or Kochem’s direc-
tion as homeless solutions coordina-
tor.

“A variety of items were dis-
cussed at that meeting but there
was no direction, per se, in terms
of what needs to be done or what
doesn’t,” he said during a phone
interview April 1. “Even if there
was, that’s not council direction,
which would require a vote and
discussion and public input. We do
have some items coming up [at City
Council meetings] that might out-
line those items more.”

Supervisor Tami Ritter says Butte County defi-
nitely lacks adequate shelter options, particu-
larly for people with substance abuse issues.
CN&R FILE PHOTO

Chico Mayor Andrew Goolidge reportedly led the
discussion at a closed-door March 12 meeting of
city and county officials and staff.
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Asked if he believes a substantial
portion of the homeless population
prefer a nomadic, unsheltered life-
style, he said he in unsure, which is
why the survey is needed.

“I think the idea behind that sur-
vey is to establish whether or not,
if we have beds available, people
want to actually take them, and if
they want to actually go get help
somewhere versus if they just want
a camping environment to live life
as they please,” he said. “There’s a
strong urge to find out what exactly
the folks in those particular home-
less communities want and need
rather than just providing more beds
or services that they’re not going to
take advantage of.”

Regarding sufficient shelter,
Coolidge provided a spreadsheet
showing that in 2019, Butte County
ranked 10th out of 44 Continuum
of Cares in the state according to
available beds versus overall popu-
lation as evidence that Butte County
has an abundance of shelter space.
The data he provided didn’t include
the total or per capita numbers of
unhoused individuals.

Ritter said she “couldn’t disagree
more” with the ideas that Butte
County has enough shelter options
or that a significant portion of
homeless people prefer a roaming,
outdoor lifestyle.

“We absolutely need more
emergency shelter beds,” she said
during a phone call April 1. “Where
this group landed is that the county
has hired a nonprofit organization
to do outreach and find individuals
who are camping to find out if those
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Home insurance from

someone you can trust.

Sonia Aery
530-345-2351

CA Insurance
Agent #: 0K39488

@) Allstate.

Allstate home products not available in FL, and may also not be available in certain areas of
other states. Policies may be written by a non-affiliated third-party company. Insurance
subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company &
affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook, IL. © 2076 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Still cleaning? Don’t you have enough to do?

Chico Home Brew Shop has what you need for fermentation
projects. We also have supplies for cheesemaking, sodas,
and kombucha. Gift certificates available.

WE HAVE:
« Yeast for beer, wine, cider,
and more.

« Ingredients for beer makers
at all levels.

« Equipment for fermentation
and bottling.

» Kegs, hook-ups,
draft systems, sanitizers.

« We have years of experience!

Gift Certificate Bonus of 10%
good through April 11- May 11

(Example: if a $50 certificate is
purchased, add another $5: $55)

3130 Hwy 32 #2, Chico - £ chicohomebrew - Tues-Sat 10am-5pm « Fri 10am-6:00pm - 530-342-3768

Have you tried

CBD Tinctures?

-Stress
-Pain
-Sleep

-Anxiety
-Migraines
-Nausea

3x lab tested for safety
and accuracy.

Made in Northern CA.

Add CBD onto an
already amazing

()7
\/ massage with

BODYWORK  our friend Nikki

Find us online
at SerenityCBD.com
of at your favorite
local stores!
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One-time, scheduled, residential, rentals,
commercial, construction, Air B & B’s,
and ultra sound blind cleaning

(530) 514-7738

Employment opportunities available
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