NAVIGATE TODAY'S LEGAL CHALLENGES
Now Accepting Applications

CAL NORTHERN
SCHOOL of LAW

T

Choose between two convenient,
affordable legal education options:

JURIS
DOCTOR

Earna].D. in 4 years,
attending classes only
three nights a week

MASTER OF
LEGAL STUDIES

Complete the M.L.S.

in two years, part time
* Affordable- 1/3 the cost of traditional law schools
* Accessible- Part-time evening programs
* Accredited- By WSCUC and the CA State Bar

* Practical- Experience and Instruction

CAL NORTHERN SCHOOL OF LAW
1395 Ridgewood Drive, Chico, CA
www.calnorthern.edu

(530) 891-6900

[ERRA CENTRAL

Qetter Qanking
Since 1955

As July kicks off the voting period
for the 2021 Best of Chico Reader’s
Choice, we appreciate your

“(V Ol'e

fOr Bank/credit Unio"™

IERRA
CENTRAL
Downtown Chico
352 East Ist Street
Chico, CA 95928

1-800-222-7228 - SierraCentral.com

Equal Opportunity Lender. Federally Insured by the NCUA.

*Membership open to anyone who lives, works, worships or attends school in any of our branch location
counties. Membership and/or participation fees may apply. Other restrictions may apply; must meet
account opening criteria to join. Any rates, fees and terms subject to certain criteria and may vary. We
reserve the right to correct printing errors.

NEWSLINESS COoNTINUED FROM PAGE 9

it has built 40 homes and had no foreclo-
sures, Bateman said. It had one home in
Paradise before the fire that was destroyed.
(The property owner has since moved out of
the area and donated her land to the effort.)
“Affordable housing, that’s the No. 1
need in our community,” Bateman said.
“The need was already there before the fire.
Our mission is more relevant than ever.”
Habitat for Humanity’s programs
aren’t a panacea, and not everybody will
qualify. The organization specifically serves
households that have some form of stable
income—whether that comes from disability
benefits or employment, for example—and
a low amount of debt. Their income must
be between 40 percent and 80 percent of

From left: Habitat for Humanity of Butte County Development
Manager Jenny Fales and Executive Director Nicole Bateman.
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{. WY Habitat for Humanity

of Butte County

Gary Brand and his mother, Terry Gurtis, say their new home,
made possible by a Habitat for Humanity of Butte Gounty
program, means stability. They’ve been lifelong renters and
unable to afford market housing prices.

PHOTO BY ASHIAH SCHARAGA

the median income for Butte County (i.e.,
$22,700-$45,250 for a household of two,
$26,785-$50,900 for a household of three
and $30,775-$56,550 for a household of
four). The families also have to dedicate 250
volunteer hours or “sweat equity” into the
home, be it through the literal erection of
walls or working at Habitat for Humanity’s
ReStore housewares shop on Meyers Street
in Chico.

But for those who qualify, the total of
mortgage plus home insurance (higher than
average on the Ridge due to wildfire risk)
and taxes paid are set at 30 percent of the
household’s income. For most families
served, Bateman said, that pencils out to
about $350 to $700 a month. As soon as
their homes and sweat equity hours are
completed, families sign a mortgage with
Habitat for Humanity and become home-
owners, added Development Manager Jenny
Fales. The organization anticipates that the
Paradise homes will take about 25 to 30
years to pay off.

Ownership is why Gary Brand and his
mother, Terry Curtis, were so thrilled to be
chosen for the program. For them, it means
stability—they’ve been lifelong renters who
have moved around a lot.

They’ve lived on the Ridge—Paradise
and Magalia—the past 20 years. Brand, who
is a caretaker for his mother, a deaf senior,
said they were looking to buy a home
before the fire, “but the prices were just out
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