GUEST COMMENT

Survival through art

hen a dear friend was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis,

I asked her what she needed from me, offering
soup, a walk, any small comfort I could provide.
“Poetry,” she requested, “bring me poems.” Similarly,
the poet Maggie Smith has said
she knows when something tragic
happens in the world because
her viral poem “Good Bones”
begins to make rounds on the
internet again, shared by millions
to millions of readers looking
for language to sooth, resonate,
and explain something about our
suffering. Here, we say, take this
by distillation of image and sound

Sarah Pape and understand newly. And,
The author is an miraculously, we do.
instructor and editor Of course, I lean into poems
at Chico State. because that is my form, my

portal into the ineffable, but the
same could be said for visual art, music, theater and
dance. Our community is home to galleries, museums
and performance venues that for decades have offered
artistic awakening, healing and connection.
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Chico has launched and supported many artists on
their way to becoming—in part, because we comprise
stellar audiences and enthusiasts, like the best parents
and collaborators, watching, listening, as if to say,
Keep making! Keep imagining! And while some of
these spaces weathered the pandemic, others didn’t.
As with so much right now, this is a loss we’ve only
begun to measure.

In her book on creative process, What It Is, the
writer and artist Lynda Barry says image is “the
soul’s immune system and transit system.” This
definition holds new meaning for me after this year
and a half of virus and quarantine. Made to stay
inside, I witnessed myself and others reaching for
art in ways that felt more like survival. At times
when online teaching felt futile in the face of so
much unrest, my students said writing kept them
sane, grounded. I was reminded again: Art is not a
luxury, it is a necessary element of human life. We
take the material of our experience and transform it.
Memory becomes sonnet. Loneliness becomes song.
Fire becomes sculpture. And in this way, we continue
forward—Chico will move forward—reimagining all
that’s been lost. |
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JOURNEY WITH U5 NOW INTO A

STRANGE, ALTERNATE REALITY THAT
SOMEHOW COEXISTS WITH OUR OWN,
A UNIVERSE IN WHICH THE NORMAL
RULES OF CAUSE AND EFFECT NO
LONGER APPLY,,.THE SURREAL AND
CHAOTIC WORLD OF,..

THE JANUARY 6 INSURRECTION
IT WAS JUST AN ORDINARY GROUP

OF TOURISTS VISITING THE CAPITOL
AND BEATING COPS WITH FLAGPOLES,
AS ORDINARY TOURISTS DoO!
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)\ PIWHY Do THESE HATE-FILLED

cUTE ORDINARY TOURISTS?

THE DELTA VARIANT SURGE

A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF VACCINATED
PEOPLE ARE STILL GETTING MILDLY
SIcK, WHICH PROVES THAT VACCINES
DON'T WORK AGAINST covID, WHICH
15 A HOAX ANYWAY!

WORSENING CLIMATE CHANGE
THESE FIRES, FLOODS, HEAT WAVES
AND LITERAL HELLSTORMS PROVE
NOTHING! IT'S ALL JUST A LIBERAL
HOAX To JUSTIFY IMPOSING MORE
REGULATIONS!
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THERE'S NOTHING LIBERALS
LOVE MORE THAN IM-
POSING REGULATIONS!
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NEW MASK MANDATES
FIRST THEY SAY WE DON'T NEED TO

ARE NoOT $ET IN STONE

FROM THE BEGINNING?

G

ANY TENUOUS GRASP ON REALITY

WE ARE NOT CONSTRAINED BY YOUR
TEDIOUS NOTIONS OF "OBJECTIVE TRUTH"
AND "SCIENTIFIC FACTS"!

WE Do oUR OWN "A'HAT PART OF
RESEARCH, WHICH

MOSTLY CONSISTS

OF WATCHING RAN=-

DoM YOUTUBE

VIDEOS!
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Home insurance from

someone you can trust.

Sonia Aery
530-345-2351

CA Insurance
Agent #: 0K39488

@) Allstate.

Allstate home products not available in FL, and may also not be available in certain areas of
other states. Policies may be written by a non-affiliated third-party company. Insurance
subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company &
affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook, IL. © 2076 Allstate Insurance Co.
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HAVE LYME?

Think you might have Lyme?

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

ADVOCATE, SUPPORT & INFORM

Monthly Support Group Meetings

THE LYME CENTER

M\ CHICO-.CA

EVERY THIRD MONDAY
5:30-7:00PM

Follow us on Q
Help line: 530.487.4116
www.thelymecenter.org

CARE PROVIDERS Needed!

Make Extra Money
and Change a Life!
Adult(s) with special needs lives with you in
your home, and you mentor them towards
a better future. Earn up to $5000/mo.
Must be at least 21, have a spare bedroom,
clean criminal record and vehicle.

California

[n Home Qbedience Lessons * Group (Obedience (lasses
NextClass Begm& Sepﬁnber 1

530.433.0040 | HighTailDogTraining.com
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