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Salute, Melissa 

I met Melissa Daugherty in fire.
Even when I wasn’t reading the thing, I would 

haul home great stacks of the CN&R, as firestarter. 
And this, it was one of those times. Bob Speer, he was 

serving one of his numberless terms 
as editor, and I had so been there, 
done that, I wasn’t really reading. 
Also, I’d heard Speer was leaving—
again—this time to be replaced by 
some woman who’d worked for 
the E-R. Sheesh, I thought. Back 
in my day, there at the CN&R, the 
E-R had hated us with such fire and 
fury it wouldn’t even mention our 
name. When we absolutely had to 
be referenced, there in its pages, we 
were but “another local newspaper.” 
The E-R worked like 12 bastards, 
for so many years, to put us out 
of business. And now, one of the 
paper’s spawn would, at the CN&R, 
uber alles.

So I’m sitting there, before the wood stove, feeding 
into it firestarter. CN&Rs. And, as I’m crumpling them, 
I see that the face of the paper, there in the lead editorial 
column, it has changed. No more Speer. Some woman, 
there, now. Must be the E-R woman. 

And, as the fire starts, I commence—what the 
hell—to read.

Wait a minute, I begin to dawn, this is not an E-R 
woman. For she wrote like no E-R person I had ever 
known. And so, in the course of things, I became a 
regular reader. 

And then, like, a fan.
I called up Derish, long-ago Wildcat/CN&R 

compañero, and I said: “Seth, listen, there’s this woman 
editor of the CN&R now, who goes after the cops like 
nobody since we were there.”

“No,” he said. “No way.”
But it was true.
She seemed to give no shits. If somebody was 

wrong, she would just say so. Didn’t matter who, what 
they were.

She was like those “When You Awake” people: “And if 
I thought it would do any good/I’d stand on the rock where 
Moses stood.” It didn’t matter whether it would seem to 
do any good, or not. She would. Still. Stand. There. 

And you know how Dylan chimes for “the aching 
ones whose wounds cannot be nursed/for the countless 
confused accused misused strung-out ones an’ worse/an’ 
for every hung-up person in the whole wide universe”? 
That’s who she was for. 

by
Kevin Jeys

The author, a former 
CN&R staff writer, is a 
Paradise resident who 

stayed on the Ridge 
throughout the Camp 

Fire and its aftermath.
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Teresa Larson is 
available to assist you 
with buying or selling

530.514.5925

Teresa Larson

www.ChicoListings.com  

chiconativ@aol.com 

 1101 el monte ave
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YOGA CENTER OF CHICO 

YOGACENTEROFCHICO.COM • 342-0100

250 VALLOMBROSA #150 • NEXT TO T-BAR

BRING YOGA 

INTO YOUR LIFE
WE ARE OPEN FOR BOTH ON-LINE 

AND LIVE IN-STUDIO CLASSES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILSVISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

Home insurance from
someone you can trust.
Call me today.

Allstate home products not available in FL, and may also not be available in certain areas of 
other states. Policies may be written by a non-affiliated third-party company. Insurance 
subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company & 
affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook, IL. © 2016 Allstate Insurance Co. 1
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Sonia Aery
530-345-2351

CA Insurance
Agent #: 0K39488

Monthly Support Group 

Meetings Via Zoom

Follow us on 

Help line: 530.487.4116

www.thelymecenter.org 

HAVE LYME?
 Think you might have Lyme? 

 EVERY THIRD MONDAY  

 5:30-7:00PM 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
ADVOCATE, SUPPORT & INFORM 


