‘Our elders need us’

Iam one of many people who has lost a parent
since the pandemic started. My mother
didn’t die of COVID-19, but she was in a
quarantined assisted-living facility in April
2020 when we got the
call that she had died in
her sleep.

I feel guilty about
my mom being in that
place. I did a lot for
her over the years, and
I loved her very much,
but I did not do every-
thing T could. She would
say, “I don’t want to be

by a burden,” and she was

Joe Wills earnest about that—but

The author is a it also let me feel good
psychotherapist and ~ about keeping a certain

distance.

At the same time, I
don’t regret making my
wife and kids my prior-
ity. It’s been the most
fulfilling part of my life to find a partner to
share it all with, then be fortunate enough to
help bring children into the world.

As many adult children know, integrating
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care for a parent into the rest of your
life is an agonizing balancing act.
People have struggled with this for time
immemorial.

A European folk tale—one of many like
it—tells of a day when it’s decreed that
old men had outlived their usefulness and
should be killed. One man could not kill
his father and hides him in the cellar. When
crops wither, only the father knows to plow
the road, where seeds have fallen off farm-
ers’ carts, averting mass starvation.

We know in our bones that our elders
have wisdom. We also know that we may
not have all the time and resources we’d
like to care for them. It is an awful, ancient
dilemma.

Perhaps all we can do is acknowledge
there is no solution but stay present in our
elders’ lives. Don’t pretend they are doing
fine and have everything they need. Don’t
forget what great value and understanding
they bring.

There is an indelible image from the
pandemic of an isolated elderly person star-
ing out a window. Perhaps it will serve as
a painful reminder of how much our elders
need us—and mean to us. O
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BILLIONAIRES MADE BANK DURING
THE coviD-19 PANDEMIC,,.BUT AFTER
THE EVEN WORSE PANDEMIC OF
10125, ONE RICH GUY ENDED
UP WITH AS MUCH WEALTH AS THE
REST OF HUMANITY COMBINED,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, CAPITALISM
HAS A WINNER!

ALL HAIL THE ONE RICH GUY
#| HE 1S OUR LORD AND MASTER

MEANWHILE, THE ONE RICH GUY
WAS LIVING HIS BEST LIFE,
TRULY, IT IS A TRANSCENDENT
EXPERIENCE TO GAZE UPON THE
BEAUTY OF THE PLANET FROM MY
PRIVATE ORBITAL PLEASURE DOME
AND THINK TO MYSELF--

THE PERMANENT GERRYMANDERED
REPUBLICAN MAJORITY, ALONG WITH
THE FEW REMAINING DEMOCRATS
IN CONGRESS, REFUSED TO EVEN
CONSIDER TAXING HIS WEALTH,
IT WouLd BE UNAMERICAN To
PUNISH THE ONE RICH GUY FOR
HIS SUCCESS!

BESIDES, HE 15 OUR ONLY

BUT THEN, IN A TRAGIC TURN OF
EVENTS, HE DROWNED IN HIS SWim-
MING PoOL FULL OF GOLD COINS
AND JEWELS,

ACK! 15 THERE No PEON NEARBY
T0 SAVE ME?
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THE RICH DUCK DID NOT MENTION
THIS LACK of BUOYANCY!
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THE |R.5. TURNED TO ORDINARY
AMERICANS TO MAKE UP THE
DIFFERENCE,

IT APPEARS YoU HAVE CONCEALED
ASSETS WHICH ARE TAXABLE UNDER
THE REVISED EMERGENCY TAX CODE,
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I OWN THREE WE'LL TAKE
ROCKS AND THIS TWo ROCKS
SHARP STICK I AND THE
USE To cook RATS STICK, AS A

OVER THE FIRE. [
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BUT NoT To WORRY! THE ONE
RICH GUY'S CONSCIOUSNESS WAS
GUICKLY TRAMNSFERRED INTO AN
IMMORTAL RoBOT BobY,

AND NOW HE SPENDS HIS TIME
HUNTING US ALL FoR SPORT! IT
DOESN'T SEEM FAIR!
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PIVOT

A Tuition-Free
Public Charter School

SERVING GRADES 6-12

{ Virtual, on-site or blended learning with credentialed teachers

¢ Field trips, clubs and social activities

{ Passionate about personalization

{ Caring teachers to address students’ individual needs

{ Focus on cultivating academic independence in a safe environment
{ Collaborative team approach to ensuring student success

{ Program designed to develop conf idence and change lives

PivotNorthValley.com | (530) 636-4479

What can we build for you?

NORTH VALLEY BUILDING SYSTEMS

N G O F O R A T E D
Complete Concrete and Building Service

Design and Engineering

* Pre-Engineered
Metal Buildings

Design / Build
e Construction Management

As your local Butler Builder®
we offer solutions that
combine superior performance,
long lasting roof and wall
finishes and flexible interior
configurations for unmatched
functionality and productivity.

BUTLER.

#30 Seville Ct. Chico, CA 95928 = Phone: 530-345-7296

NorthValleyBuilding.com
LICENSE# 812173
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