GUEST COMMEN'T

Gall for DA transparency

ecent articles by local investigative journalist

Dave Waddell published on the Chico Sol
website (chicosol.org) reveal disturbing new
details about the law-enforcement-involved
killing of 34-year-old
Tyler Rushing in Chico
the night of July 23,
2017.

The articles say that
Chico Police Department
and Butte County District
Attorney Mike Ramsey
refused to release videos
of officer interviews in
the wake Tyler’s shoot-

by ing—evidence that was
Ann Polivka ultimately made available
The author is a retired  t0 Waddell only after he
family nurse threatened legal action.
practitioner and a The new interviews reveal
member of Goncerned  that Chico Police Sgt.
Citizens for Justice. Scott Ruppel knew he
“wasn’t seriously hurt by”
a pen strike from Rushing

before shooting him. Why then, according to
Ramsey’s report, did Ruppel maintain that
“the subject was out-of-control of the officers,
and was an imminent mortal danger”?

Waddell’s article also asserts that K-9
Deputy Sheriff Ian Dickerson called the
shots that night. The highest ranking law-
enforcement official present, Chico Police
Lt. (now Commander) Billy Aldridge, stood
on the sidelines, leaving the “command and
control” to Dickerson, an underling.
Additionally, Waddell says that the
interviews reveal Rushing was in Dickerson’s
grasp as Ruppel shot him twice—first in the
neck, then the back. The second shot, Ruppel
maintained, was because [Tyler] “wasn’t
really going all the way down.” But was that
because Dickerson was holding him upright?
The lack of transparency in a high-profile
case involving deadly force by local law
enforcement is troubling, especially consider-
ing that, of the dozens of such shooting deaths
under his watch, Ramsey has exonerated the
involved officers in all but one of the cases.
The Rushing family’s appeal for a jury
trial awaits the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals’ opinion (the Oct. 5 hearing can
be viewed on the Ninth District’s YouTube
page—case No. 20-16428). Concerned citi-
zens are urged to contact California Attorney
General Rob Bonta to call for an investigation
of local law enforcement practices. O
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BY TOM TOMORROW

GUN TALK

WITH YOUR HOST, THE
GLIB SOCIOPATH

I, LIKE ME, YoU ARE A WELL-
INTENTIONED GUN OWNER WHO
ENJOYS CARRYING AN AR-15 INTO
VOLATILE SITUATIONS FOR, You KNOW,
REASONS-~THIS 1S YOUR LUCKY
WEEK!

WE ALREADY KNEW THAT MANY

POLICE OFFICERS WILL WELCOME
YouU AND YOUR TRUSTY FIREARM!
AT LEAST, IF YoU LOOK LIKE A

GooD GUY WITH A GUN!

WHICH 15 To
SAY, IF You
HAVE A FAIR|
SKINNED
COMPLEXION,
1]

IF You KNow] -
WHAT I MEAN.| ,

BUT Now WE HAVE WHAT T CALL
THE RITTENHOUSE PRECEDENT!
LET'S SAY YoU SOMEHOW FIND YOUR=
SELF AT A PROTEST MARCH, SUR-
ROUNDED BY DERANGED LUNATICS
WHO INEXPLICABLY PERCEIVE THE
AR-15 YoU HAPPEN To BE CARRYING

AS A THREAT!

PERHAPS THEY RESPOND WITH
HOSTILITY, OR EVEN TRY TO TAKE
YOUR PRECIOUS GUN AWAY FROM
You! PERHAPS THIS LEADS To A
COMPLETELY UNFORESEEABLE AL~
TERCATION, WHICH IN NO WAY cAN
BE BLAMED ON YOUR INNOCENT
EXERCISE OF YOUR SECOND AMEND-

BUT NOT TO WORRY, FRIENDS! IF
You FEEL THREATENED IN THE
COURSE OF YOUR SELF-APPOINTED
DUTIES AS A CIVIC=MINDED FIREARMS
ENTHUSIAST==YOUR RIGHT TO DEFEND
YOURSELF HAS BEEN AFFIRMED!
[E—

MENT RIGHTS!

AND NEVER MIND THAT CASE IN
GEORGIA! THAT WAS A COMPLETE
ABERRATION!

[SPEAKING OF SELF-DEFENSE--Z |
FEEL E.

XTREMELY THREATENED
BY S5CHOOL BOARD MEETINGS AND
LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS WHO
CERTIFY DEMOCRAT WINS! BUT THAT'S

A ToPic FoR NEXT WEEK'S SHow!

TeM "FIMERRON@ 2021 ...www.thismodernworld.com.,,.twitter.com/tomtomorrow

TAKE OFF YOUR SHOES
foot and body
massage

END
OF YEAR
SPECIALS

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER
60 Minute Combo. $48 - $35

60 Minute Full Body Massage $58 - $45
90 Minute Combo Massage $86 - $75
90 Minute Full Body Massage $86 - $75
100 Minute Combo Massage $86 - $75

Discount Punch Card: 1 punch for every
$10 spent, equals $5 off your next visit!

Gift Certificates also available

Walk-ins welcome or by appointment
Safeway Plaza at 676 Mangrove Avenue | 530-809-6907
...and now in the Safeway Plaza at 1354 East Avenue, Suite D | 530-715-4811

: W|th It? Do Good Witl

icle donation program supports people with Auti
bral Palsy and other intellectual and developmental
tes inclusion, equality and support for special n

members. Arc services keep families together!

The Arc Thrift Store & Donation Center for

Butte County'
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