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PARADISE

Presents:

#Music #Fun Activities #Ice-Skating
#Crafts #Live Bands #Santa’s Arrival
#Lighted Truck Parade #Chili Cookoff

#Cornhole T'ournament

& Much More...
website: www.ParadisePRPD.com office: (530) 872-6393

SPECIALIZING IN
Homeowners

Insurance

“I also have great Auto
Insurance, Landlord &
Manufactured Home Rates!” -
ADVANTAGE
HOME.AUTO.LIFE INSURANCE SERVICES
COMMERCIAL LIC. #0E75987

CARE PROVIDERS Needed!
. 1 T.h
a4 £ | F ' Make Extra Money
5 and Change a Life!
Adult(s) with special needs lives with
you in your home, and you mentor
them towards a better future.
Must be at least 21, have a spare bedroom,
clean criminal record and vehicle.

California by

| E NTO Evan Tuchinsky

gvant@newsreview.com

arina Vega works hard to live in
Chico. She’s been here since

1992, moving from Los Angeles
to be close to family, and got her
first job in 1996 at Chico Nut
sorting almonds. She worked for
some of the most recognizable
companies in Butte County—
Mooney Farms, Lundberg Family
Farms, Sierra Nevada Brewing
Company—before taking her cur-
rent position as store cleaner for
S&S Organic Produce and Natural
ap_ Foods.

That was 11 years ago. Ten
years ago, Vega started house-
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Scar: Here

This is learning, inspired. Enroll Today! &I
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Feeling the pinch

Income gap underscores high cost
of living in Chico

cleaning on the side to supple-
ment her income. She now cleans
nine houses and one office a week
on top of her weeknight shifts at
S&S.

Money is a concern in her
household, which includes her
boyfriend of four years. He is
a tree-cutter who contributes
but also supports his family in
Mexico. Vega, who emigrated
from Mexico as a teen in 1979,
has four adult children, one who’s
deaf and lives with her.

“We worry [about] how we
can do it,” she said, seated in the
living room of her campus-area
home. “And sometimes I get can-
cellations on the houses, so it’s
hard for me.”

At S&S, Vega earns a couple

dollars an hour over minimum
wage. The mortgage on her house,
which she bought in 2005, is
roughly half her take-home pay
after deductions for taxes and
health insurance. According to
the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, afford-
able housing should take no more
than 30 percent of gross income,
including utilities.

Of course, she has other living
expenses—“extra bills all of the
time”—which have continued to
climb over the years.

Nonetheless, Vega has no
intention of leaving S&S or
Chico. She likes her boss and
workplace. She likes the com-
munity, where two brothers, three
of her children and her grandson
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