LETTERS

Reader endorsements

With inflation at a 40-year high, with 22.4
percent of Chicoans living in poverty and in
a state among the highest in expenses in the
country, the City Council wants you to pass
their Measure H sales tax increase. With no
sunset, this tax increase is permanent.

Worse, there is no guarantee how the
money will be spent. In 2019, when the
council contemplated an increase, it was said
it would cost a family of four $800 a year,
low now considering inflation. What family
wants to pay over $800 a year in extra tax
with no guarantee where that money goes?

Money for vital programs has been
siphoned off for skyrocketing, unsustainable
employee costs, especially unfunded pension
liabilities. Even with record revenue includ-
ing gas tax money and the city’s garbage tax
that is supposed to go toward street repairs,
the city’s infrastructure has never been
worse, especially the streets. This is so city
bureaucrats and other city employees can
have multi-million-dollar pensions.

Instead of reforming these costs, the City
Council intends to maintain this unconscio-
nable status quo on the backs of poor people.
Don’t let them. Vote no on H.

Dave Howell
Chico

Want better roads? Better parks? Better
public safety? Better housing solutions? A
vote for Measure H is a vote for a better
Chico.

Rapid population growth, the Camp Fire,
COVID-19 and increased community needs
have stretched our finances. Maintaining
roads, preserving Bidwell Park, keeping
neighborhoods safe and creating durable
housing solutions takes resources the city
simply does not have.

Chico is only one of eight California cities
over 50,000 residents without a local sales
tax. Of those eight cities, Chico’s general
fund budget is the lowest per capita.

The sales tax will add $1 to every $100
spent (groceries, rent and prescription medi-
cations aren’t taxed) and will generate $24
million a year to invest in our community.

Measure H spending decisions will be
made locally. We’ll be able to will make
improvements to Chico that not only will
enhance our daily lives but also create
jobs. Chico would be able to support local
social service agencies and provide housing
assistance.

Measure H has support from across the
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THIS MODERN WORLD

BY TOM TONORROW

I JUST SAW SOMETHING APPALL-
ING ON TWITTER!

OR LINDSEY GRAHAM'S STATED IN-
TENTION TO CRIMINALIZE ABORTION

AND YOU'RE PROBABLY NOT WORKED

I CAN RELATE! BUT
I'M GUESSING YOU'RE
NOT TALKING ABOUT THE
ELECTION IN ITALY OR
THE RISE ©OF GLOBAL
FASCISM...

NATIONALLY...0R THE ENDLESS
SCAPEGOATING OF GAY AND TRANS
PEOPLE FOR SIMPLY EXISTING...

UP ABOUT THE ONGOING PANDEMIC,
OR THE INCREASINGLY OBVIOUS
CONSEQUENCES of CLIMATE
CHANGE, SINCE You'vVE DECIDED
70 PRETEND THAT NEITHER oOF
THOSE THINGS ARE REAL...

AND I REALLY DOUBT YOU'RE
CONCERNED THAT THE WIFE OF
A SITTING SUPREME COURT Ju$-
TICE 15 AN ACTIVE INSURREC-
TIONIST...0R THAT DONALD TRUMP
MAY AvolD PROSECUTION FOR HIS
MANY CRIMES AND EVEN END UP
BACK IN THE OVAL OFFICE...

ALL RIGHT, ALL

ARE You FINISHED AMUSING YOUR-
SELF WITH POINTLESS BLATHER?

IT'S KIND OF

-=THAT THEY ALLOWED LIZZO To
PLAY JAMES MADISON'S CRYSTAL
FLUTE, A PRECIOUS HISTORICAL 08~
JECT T DEFINITELY KNEW ABouT
AND HELD IN GREAT REVERENCE!

OF COURSE| [AND ALSO THAT DISNEY

-.foﬂ ToMoRRoW©2 022 ... JOIN SPARKY'S LIST: thi

Open Studios Weekends
Ocrober 12-16

Ocr1ober 22-27
10 AM - % PM

4 Visit ArTists iN THEIR sTudios
¢ Learn Abourt THe CrReATiVE pROCESSESS
4 Purchase Northern California aArT

Spend $1% 10 et A guidebook and map
1O VisiT OVER 70 ARTiSTS

Where 10 buy guidebooks
Art ETC. ¢

Ellis Arts ¢

Chico Paper Co. ¢
Vagabond Rose ¢

Chico Art CentER ¢

PREVIEW ART AT
ChicoOSAT.com

Receprion AT
Chico Art CeNTER
Ocrober Ist 7-7 PM

450 Orange St., Chico
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