To protect and serve

Iwas walking on The Esplanade toward downtown
just past dusk when I heard breaking glass,
lots of it, in a crosswalk on the opposite
side of the street near Bidwell Mansion. A
slim, long-haired man,
his bicycle frame laden
with possessions, was
nervously surveying the
remnants of half a dozen
bottles that had tumbled
to shards from his towed
baby carrier packed with
recyclables.
I spied one lonely
by unbroken bottle in the
Bill Mash midst as the light turned
This guest comment  green; headlights glaring
by the late community o, 5 man caught in the
advocate was original- . .
ly published March %4, middle of a fine mess.
2016, and is reprinted The flashing blues of a
to once again remind  Chico police SUV sprung
Ghicoans of our into view 30 yards away. I
shared humanity. reached the crosswalk just
as the policeman parked,
straddling both lanes of the roadway as traffic
piled up behind the blocked intersection.
The police officer exited his vehicle,

honing in on the unbroken bottle. He picked
it up and gently passed it to the man. He then
began moving the shards of glass with the
side of his boot as he directed the man to the
safety of the sidewalk. Halfway through this
chore, another man hustled over and handed
him a push-broom.

With a head nod and thank you, the officer
proceeded to sweep the intersection clear
of glass—a two-minute job that ended with
a courteous conversation with the recycler
before he got back in his cruiser and left, his
flashing lights now dark.

Every character in this scene is vital.
Removing any of them—the destitute man,
the dozens of auto occupants, the police
officer or the man with the broom—changes
the demeanor and charm of the community
humanely coming together. We all lead busy
and often chaotic lives, be it gathering bottles
for a meager handful of change, or patrolling
the streets of Chico from the vantage point of
a police cruiser. Opportunities like this under-

score how kindness and courtesy in the face of

adversity are what constitute the human race
and what make Chico a place we are proud to

call our own. O

THIS MODERN WORLD

BY TOM TONORROW

IT HASN'T EVEN BEEN A YEAR
SINCE DOBBS, AND REPRODUCTIVE
RIGHTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN DEcI-
MATED (N MANY STATES, "PRO=
LIFE" POLITICIANS IN SOUTH cARo=-
LINA WANT TO MAKE ABORTION
PUNISHABLE BY DEATH.

IN FLORIDA, THEY'RE BANNING BoOKS
AND TRYING TO ERASE AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY, TRANS PECOPLE
ARE UNDER CONSTANT ATTACK EVERY-
WHERE, AND IN IDAHO. SOME
CHUCKLEHEAD LEGISLATORS WANT
T0 MAKE IT ILLEGAL TO ADMINISTER
mRNA YACCINES!

MASS SHOOTINGS ARE A CONSTANT
FACT of LIFE, AND REPUBLICANS
IN CONGRESS RESPOND BY WEARING
ASSAULT RIFLE PINS ON THEIR
JACKETS, AN ALABAMA REPRESEN-
TATIVE EVEN WANTS TO MAKE THE
AR-IS THE “NATIONAL GUN"
OF THE UNITED STATES.

PRIVATE TEXTS SHOW THAT FOX

NEWS HOSTS KNEW THEY WERE
LYING To THEIR AUDIEMCE ABouT
THE IMSURRECTION, KEVIN McCARTHY
HAS MOMETHELESS RELEASED 41,000
HOURS OF JAMUARY &TH FOOTAGE

MEANWHILE, MARJCRIE TAYLOR GREENE
IS OPENLY CALLING FOR THE DIS-
SOLUTION OF THE UNITED STATES oF
AMERICA. AND WE'RE STILL WAITING
FOR DONALD TRUMP TO FACE THE
SLIGHTEST CONSEQUENCE FOR AT-
TEMPTING T0 INCITE A LITERAL COUP,

UM, WHERE ARE WE HEADING IN
THIS HANDBASKET, EXACTLY?

TAKE A WILD GUESS.
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CALL NOW: 530-636-4423
M-F 8am -5pm
1560 Humboldt Road, Suite 2
Chico, CA

Ava Schmidt, FNP-C
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~ Men'’s wellness

~ Preoperative clearance

~ Postoperative care

~ Hospital discharge follow up
~ Chronic conditions

~ All primary care available

~ Same day appointment
~ Medicare Annual
Wellness physicals

~ Sports physicals
~DMV physicals

~ Women’s wellness

Spring 2023 Events

/4 Chico PERFORMANCES

LOS LOBOS

with special guest Gaby Moreno
Sunday, March 19 | 7:30 PM | Laxson Auditorium
Los Lobos's iconic sound of Son Jarocho, Norteno, Tejano, folk, country, rock, doo-wop,

soul, and R&B earned them four Grammy Awards. Joining Los Lobos will be special guest
singer Gaby Moreno whose vocals blend jazz, soul, blues, and 1960’s rock.

Tickets Now on Sale * chicoperformances.com
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