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ing body and its insurer. He said that organi-
zation has offered to help defray some costs 
and to help them get the track going as soon 
as possible.  

He also noted that the new track could 
become operational before it’s 100 percent 
complete. “We think we can get riding [for] 
somewhere south of $700,000.”

Worth the effort
In its 20-plus years of operation, Silver 

Dollar BMX has helped thousands of riders 
of all ages live their bicycle-motocross-rac-
ing dreams. The BMX season is year-round, 
halting only for a few weeks in December, 
and is central to the lives of many partici-
pants. Without a track in Chico, the closest 
BMX racing facilities are in Sacramento and 
Shasta Lake City.  

Silver Dollar BMX was not just affected 
by the forced move, but also struggled dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis. The track was 
closed for most of 2020, then reopened in 
Feb. 2021. 

“Our ridership actually grew significantly 

coming out of COVID because we were one 
of the first sports that was able to reopen,” 
Wysocki said, explaining that BMX is held 
outdoors, riders wear full face helmets equiv-
alent to face coverings, and that the organiza-
tion instated social distancing rules so fans 
sat in the grandstands during competition, 
then stayed near their vehicles in the parking 
area between races. 

The boon was short lived, as the track 
was closed down eight months after reopen-
ing. Wysocki and Clancy said the track’s 
erratic availability in recent years has hin-
dered riders’ progress and advancement, and 
contributed to the fragmentation of a once-
strong strong community. 

In addition to being president of the orga-
nization’s board of directors, Clancy has also 
been racing for nine years, competing in the 
sport’s 56-and-over class, and spoke first-
hand about the effects of the closure.

“BMX is a tight community,” Clancy 
said. “You have families that are traveling 
together and a lot of relationships are built at 
the track. It becomes a social network and it 
sucks when you don’t have it.

“It’s frustrating,” he continued. “I started 
riding to get into and stay in better shape, 
and I use it to be in a better mental place. 
Riding takes my mind off stuff, off all the 
stresses of life, and without the track it’s 
been a little harder.” Ω

Help the races go on
Contact Silver Dollar BMX via Facebook to donate to 
the cause.
facebook.com/sdbmx

Renderings show what 
the new Silver Dollar BMX 

track will look like when 
completed.
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