What are you
planting in your
garden?

Askedin
downtown Chico

Stephanie Rose ’
university employee &

Right now? Green
beans, zuchinni and
maybe some toma-
toes [in my] back
yard—up in Paradise.

Claire Renar
photographer/
student

Well, T rent and my
back yard’s a mess.
We do have a lot of
fresh herbs—rose-
mary, stuff like that. They kind of just
free grow in our front yard and our back
yard.

Joy Lucas
retired

I just planted some
tomato starts and I
just bought a bunch
of flowers.

Jake
student

I wish T had a garden.
T have no space, or
any sun. I would be
planting herbs, prob-
ably thyme and basil,
nightshades—like tomatoes, chilis.
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“Most government aid goes to families
that need it the least,” Desmond says. “If
you add up the amount that the govern-
ment is dedicating to tax breaks—mort-
gage interest deduction, wealth transfer
tax breaks, tax breaks we get on our
retirement accounts, our health insurance,
our college savings accounts—you learn
that we are doing much more to subsidize
affluence than to alleviate poverty. If you
look at the amount of money we spent
on homeowner tax subsidies, like the
mortgage interest deduction, that’s around
$190 billion a year. Well, how much have
we dedicated to housing assistance for
low-income families? About $50 billion a
year. It’s a colossal difference.”

Charles Withuhn
Chico

Road less travelable

One of the best, easily accessible to
everyone trails in Bidwell Park was Upper
Park Road. The City of Chico destroyed
it for hiking to provide a better roadway
for gas-powered vehicles. What was an
accessible road/path for everyone has
been covered in 4 to 6 inches of volcanic
railroad ballast. It is a nightmare to walk
on. Besides the looseness of the material,
the crunching sound of steps or bike tires
drowns out the sounds of nature that were
so nice to hear.

The roadway had problems—because
of the failure of Public Works to maintain
it and the City to invest in it—but only
in a few areas, not the entire 3.4 miles
of road. In addition, this erosion control
project built swales into the roadway
requiring hikers on foot to walk through
or jump over running water in the swale
when it is rainy.

Upper Park Road is no longer acces-
sible to casual hikers, strollers (try push-
ing one through that stuff), wheelchairs
(a failure to follow ADA requirements?),
narrow-tire bicycles, or horses (the ballast
has very sharp edges and are not small
stones).

You can thank the City of Chico for
creating this mess.

Tom Barrett
Chico

Write a letter

Tell us what you think in a letter to the editor.
Send submissions of 200 or fewer words to
cnrletters@newsreview.com. Deadline for

PARK PLAZA
680 Mangrove Ave * Chico
530-893-0808
MF 9-7 | SAT9-5 | SUN 10-5

PHEASANT RUN PLAZA
2009 Forst Ave, Ste B = Chico
530-893-2727
MF9-7 | SAT9-5 | SUN 10-5

LOCALLY OWNED
FOR 40 YEARS

supercis.com

Junior Summer Camp

N June5-August1ds 4

— 10:30am - 3pm « Ages 4 - 16 =
DAILY, WEEKLY OR MONTHLY

Chico Racquet Club members receive discounted rates and monthly plans.
Camps are lead by professional instructors and are a great way to
meet new friends, stay active, and enjoy great sports for years to come.

Sign up fora
X FUNSUMMER 2
<, of Pickle Ball and Tennis at
the Chico Racquet Club!

chicoracquetclub.com _
530.895.1881
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