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Tuition hikes would be unjust

With rising costs of housing, costs for food,
 budget shortfalls and COVID aid in 

the rearview mirror, the time has come for 
educational institutions to start looking for 

new ways to finance their 
operations. And no matter 
how predictable, it’s 
surprising to see that this 
time it’s the California 
State University system 
ready to ask students to 
pay up.

CSU has increased 
tuition only once in the 
last 11 years, which has 
cemented the system’s 
reputation as one of 
the state’s most desired 
options for baccalaureate 
programs. While the 
university budget faces 
a $1.5 billion gap, an 
annual tuition increase 
risks pushing out more 
low-income students and 
widening equity gaps for 
Black students. 

Increases in tuition 

today will further threaten a growing popula-
tion of students coming to Cal State. And 
though CSU remains the most affordable 
option for students looking for a four-year 
degree, it’s still too expensive. A 2022 report 
by Community Engagement for College 
Success Network noted that 40 percent of 
CSU students worry about affordability—by 
far their largest concern.

Even though a large population of students 
receive grants and institutional aid to help 
lower costs, it’s not enough, and this inflating 
cost of attendance is no doubt impacted by 
California’s overall affordability crisis. But 
it’s important to note that the basic-needs 
crisis this creates leaves many students unable 
to fully invest in their own education. A 
system-wide report found that 41 percent of 
students face food insecurity and 10 percent 
of students experience homelessness in any 
given year.

Turning around to ask students to pay 
more for their education when it is already 
leaving students struggling to feed and house 
themselves is simply a cruel jest. 

If that weren’t enough, being able to 
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