A vendor sells pottery items at the Galifornia Native American
Day celebration at the state Gapitol on Sept. 22, 2023.
PHOTO BY MIGUEL GUTIERREZ JR. FOR CALMATTERS

schools—Sacramento, San Francisco and
Chico—have stepped up efforts to make arti-
facts and ancestral remains available to tribes.)

In response to the state audit of the UC
system, university officials released new poli-
cies governing repatriation efforts in December
2021. The six UC campuses with collections of
more than 100 items are now required to have
a full-time repatriation coordinator. UC also
required campuses to submit budget proposals
to fund full return of their collections to tribes
and add more tribal members to committees
that review repatriation requests.

As of June 2023, 12 of 21 Cal State cam-
puses with collections subject to repatriation
laws had yet to meet a 1995 federal deadline
to complete an inventory of their collections,
much less return remains or artifacts. Since
the audit, Cal State has opened nominations
for a new system-wide repatriation commit-
tee that aims for majority representation from
Native American tribes, giving preference to
California Indian tribal members.

Assembly Bill 389, introduced by Ramos
and signed into law in October, requires Cal
State campuses to fund the full expense of
returning their collections, including full-time
coordinators. The law also shifts the system’s
relationship with Native remains and arti-
facts by prohibiting their use for teaching or
research, a win for tribes who have accused

ed its first repatriation of two remains and two
cultural items to the Central Valley Yokuts
tribe in March 2020, according to the audit.
“As I have said many times before, there
is nothing wrong or controversial about this
photo or the tweet,” Weiss wrote in a state-
ment to CalMatters. “The photo shows my
true love and respect for anthropology and the
skeletal remains that make it possible.”

How UCLA returned nearly all

remains and artifacts

When the state auditor reviewed the UC’s
progress, UCLA stood out. Between 1996 and
2022, UCLA returned nearly its entire collec-
tion of Native remains and artifacts through
127 repatriations to tribes in California,
Arizona, Hawaii and Utah. Most items in the
university’s collections were unearthed dur-
ing university and government construction
projects, according to the director of UCLA’s
Fowler Museum, Sylvia Forni.

“We don’t do anything special at UCLA that
isn’t supposed to be done legally at other UCs
and Cal States,” said Michael Chavez, who
started as UCLA’s archaeological collections
manager and repatriation coordinator this year.

Chavez, a Native member of the Tongva
of the Los Angeles Basin, applauded a 2020
revision to the state’s repatriation law making
it easier for non-federally recognized tribes to
reclaim their ancestors and artifacts. He said
his work largely involves listening to local
tribes, federally recognized or not.

“We don’t decide for the tribe,” Chavez said.
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universities in California of delaying repatria-
tion so professors can continue their research.
The law amounts to a major overhaul of the
system’s repatriation process, ensuring fund-
ing shortfalls and research priorities no longer
stall efforts.

At San Jose State, Weiss will resign effec-
tive May 29, 2024, as part of a settlement after
she sued the university for barring her access
to the campus’ skeletal collection following
her post. The campus holds around 500 Native
remains and 5,000 cultural items and complet-

that run through campus.

We are humbled that our campus resides upon sacred lands that
since time immemorial have sustained the Mechoopda people
and continue to do so today.

“We work in collaboration with the tribe and
strongly defer to their opinion and position.”

Chavez credits the university’s 2020 audit
results to the impact of his predecessor, former
coordinator Dr. Wendy Teeter.

“[She] didn’t allow any obstacles to get in her
way in the pursuit of repatriation,” Chavez said.

Despite limited funding and her multiple
roles as a lecturer in American Indian Studies,
a member of the UC’s Native American
Advisory Committee and curator at the Fowler
Museum, Teeter established a culture of wel-
coming Native communities during her 25
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Mozart
Requiem

February 17, 2024
Laxson Auditorium, Chico | 7:30 p.m.

February 18, 2024
Cascade Theatre, Redding | 2:00 p.m.

Tickets available at NorthStateSymphony.org

JANUARY 11,2024 CIN&ER 9

This dramatic work by
Mozart will be paired with
George Walker's Lyric for
Strings and well as the
timeless music of Bach.

This concert reflects the
human condition of life
and death, birth and
rebirth, and ultimately,
the hope of resurrection.




