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by BRUCE VAN DYKE

Radio 
personality
Willobee Carlan, program director 
for the radio station NV89, is leaving 
the Reno broadcasting market to 
move to Denver, Colorado, and a job 
at Colorado Public Radio’s OpenAir 
music discovery station. He leaves in 
about a month.

How long have you been a North-
ern Nevada broadcaster?
Well, I’ve been here in Reno for over 
seven years. I was brought here by 
Shamrock Communications to run 
KRZQ and Bob FM … and Martini 
Radio. And then they sold off their 
stations … and kind of gave me 
the heads-up that they were selling 
everything. I started looking for a job 
out of market. I was getting ready to 
accept an offer to move to Cleveland, 
and then I got a frantic email from a 
consultant friend of mine. He said, 
“You can’t leave Reno.” And I’m like, 
“Why?” And he said, “I’ve got a job for 
you.” I said, “Where?” And he said, “I 
can’t tell you.” It was like confidential, 
top secret. He just asked me to trust 
him for a couple of weeks, and I’m 
glad I did because I got on with Nevada 
Public Radio. … It really worked out.

You’re leaving Nevada Public Radio 
to go to CPR’s OpenAir, the music 

discovery station. What can you 
tell me about it?
So I’m going from Nevada Public Radio 
to Colorado Public Radio. It’s a similar 
company but much larger—a larger 
market and a larger company. They 
have the NPR station, which is the 
number one station in Denver. They 
have a classical station, and then they 
have OpenAir, which is their indie 
music station. It’s very similar to the 
makeup of Nevada Public Radio.

That’s cool. Music discovery is 
something you’re well known for 
with NV89. 
Right. So, they reached out and asked 
me if I was interested. I’ve always 
wanted to live in Denver. If it wasn’t 
Denver, I probably would have said no. 

What about Denver appeals? 
Everything. It’s been on my bucket list 
of places I’ve always wanted to work. 
I’ve interviewed in Denver probably for 
four different jobs I never got, over 
the course of my career. I’ve always 
wanted to live there. It just never 
happened. When this opportunity 
presented itself, I had to at least 
explore it—and I’m glad I did. 

You’ll be OpenAir’s program direc-
tor. What are you looking forward 
to most?
I’m looking forward to two things: 
continuing the quest for music 
discovery at a radio station that 
breaks all the molds. And I’m also 
looking forward to the very vibrant 
local music scene in Denver. There 
are a lot of great bands from Denver. 
… Devotchka is from Denver. We play 
them on NV89.

What will you miss about this 
community? 
I’m going to miss all of the friends I’ve 
made here. It’s just an awesome city. 
We love Reno. We had no plans of 
ever leaving here. I’m going to miss 
Lake Tahoe. I’m going to miss the 
amazing buffets. I’m going to miss the 
blossoming of Reno that’s coming. … 

Well, we wish you the best of luck.
I appreciate that. Thank you for even 
thinking of me. I’ll probably have to 
have a going away party.  Ω
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Eye off the ball
As we continually sift through the 
endless wave of orange scandals, 
there’s a tendency to proceed 
swiftly to the next set of outrages. 
Too swiftly. There’s much stuff that 
should sink in for just a bit.

One recent set of such revela-
tions came about as the directors 
of the CIA, FBI, NSA, and others sat 
in front of the Senate and basically 
said that everything President 
Manbaby spews out of his mouth 
is demonstrably fact-challenged, 
and what’s really happening in 
the world is seriously serious. 
Manbaby, of course, responded 
via tweet, saying his intelligence 
directors are naive and need to go 
back to school. Right. So who do 
you believe? The six sober direc-
tors of national intelligence, or 
the flaming moron who requires 
pictures for his daily briefings and 
thinks all that wild shit he saw in 
the film Sicario 2 is actual reality 
and therefore constitutes a crisis 

that needs to be addressed by a big 
dumbass Wall?

Manbaby’s willful ignorance 
is combined with the ever-
disturbing possibility that he’s 
an actual asset of Russia, doing 
the bidding of Daddy Vlad. You 
wonder what Putin and Dum Dum 
might have chatted about in their 
secret talks and late night phone 
calls? How about Vlad telling his 
Good Boy to bail on the INF treaty 
signed by Reagan and Gorbachev, 
which bail would open the door 
for all kinds of brand new Nuke 
Nastiness (and yes, Congress just 
may have something to say to 
Twitler about this treaty jazz).

National Intelligence Director 
Dan Coats released the World-
wide Threat Assessment of the US 
Intelligence Community (https://
tinyurl.com/y9r6kkhu), and it’s not 
classified in the slightest, but fully 
intended for public consumption. 
OK, so let’s consume.

It’s filled with chilling state-
ments, like this one: “China has the 
ability to launch cyber attacks that 
cause localized, temporary disrup-
tive effects on critical infrastruc-
ture—such as disruption of a natu-
ral gas pipeline—for days to weeks 
in the U.S.” Or this: “Russia has the 
ability to execute cyber attacks 
in the U.S. that generate localized, 
temporary, disruptive effects on 
critical infrastructure—such as 
disrupting an electrical distribution 
network for at least a few hours.” 
Don’t forget Iran and North Korea, 
who are both gaining proficiency 
in these new digital cyber-battle-
fields. Who needs expensive tanks 
and jets when you have a badass 
pack of brilliant nerd-geeks?

These are not potential prob-
lems from 2030. This shit can hap-
pen now. And we have a “president” 
obsessed with a Wall of CrayCray 
he made up in his demented mind. 
Sleep tight.   Ω
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