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All aboard
Judy DePuy

In May, there will be celebra-
tions across the nation of 150th
anniversary of the transconti-
nental railroad. Locally, the city of
Truckee seems to have the most
elaborate and extensive plans

to lure tourists to its area. Also
working with Truckee are Verdi
and Sparks historical associa-
tions. City government in Reno,
which was created by the Central
Pacific, does not have any plans
for the commemoration, but the
Reno Philharmonic is planning a
world premiere of a new work by
composer in residence Zhou Tian,
dealing with the transcontinental
railroad. The spokesperson for
Sparks, which is known as the

Rail City, was not available for
comment. On April 1, the Nevada
Railroad Museum in Carson City
announced that a new exhibit, “The
Transcontinental Railroad: What a
Difference it Made,” will be in place
by May 10. In Truckee, Judy DePuy
is a leader of the celebration.

What is being celebrated?

May 10 is the anniversary of the golden
spike being driven. So that would be
Central Pacific coming from the west and
Union Pacific coming from the east.

GOPs, an infant, and flowers

0Oh, fercrissake. The ReTrumpli-
cans are still hanging on, Gollum-
like, to their Precious? This shit

is nothing more than a silly-ass
game of Keep Away, straight

out of fucking kindergarten. And
every day that Dum Dum and his
lackeys hang on to their precious
Precious is another day that
more and more Americans realize
these villainous scumbags are
hiding something. They’re hiding
something large. You say The
Report is 400 pages long? No kid-
ding? Well, gee, I’'m sure it’s just
loaded with page after page of
praise for the Prez! So, hey, how
about you dastardly Deplorables
for Don Don hand the friggin’
thing over, so that we can share
in his Great Exoneration? We so
want to admit the error of our
ways, and rejoice in the Execrable
Excellence of his Excremental
Excellency! Please? Pretty please?
Pretty please with rubles on top?

BY DENNIS MYERS

Did Truckee have such an
elaborate celebration for the
centennial?

No, they didn’t have as much of a celebra-
tion as we’re doing now because | don’t
think 50 years ago they had historians like
myself who care about it, to be honest.

Who came up with the idea of
throwing Truckee into this proj-
ect big time?

It would be not only the Truckee Historical
Society, but it was also the Roseville, the
Rockland, the Donner Summit, all the way
through, of the historical societies that
realized this is a great way to let people
know that our town wouldn’t exist if it
weren't for the railroad.

How many historical societies
have you got up there?

Well, OK—Roseville, Rockland, Donner
Summit, Truckee Donner, the Truckee
Donner Railroad Society, the Verdi

Historical Society, which is in Nevada. ...
Because of the article you wrote a month
or so ago, the Sparks Heritage Museum
has reached out to me, and they’re all in
on this 160th anniversary, which is great.
... We have written 24 new articles [for
distribution during the celebration]. It'll be
26 shortly, once | finish the last two.

Is this going to be built around the
golden spike date, or is it going to
be a year-long celebration?

It is for May 10th until September 15th. ...
Four months of activities.

How much is the City of Truckee
getting into it?

Oh, my gosh—they are so—the Chamber
of Commerce, the Fourth of July Parade,
which is all around the railroad and the
history of the railroads.

Talk about the connection be-
tween Truckee and Nevada at the
time the railroads were built.

If it wasn’t for the railroads, [mining corpo-
rations] wouldn’t have been able to get
the lumber and the ice that was needed

in Nevada for the Comstock mines.

They needed the lumber [for square-set
supports in the mines]. But then, as they
dug deeper and deeper, they needed the
ice because it was 140 degrees in the rock
and 120 degrees in the air. So, every
miner had a 10-hour shift and would be
given two buckets of ice when he went
down for his shift, and every 15 minutes
he was given a cup of ice water to cool
his body down. So they needed the ice
industry that we had here. O

| BY BRUGE VAN DYKE

Subpoena the Goddamn Thing
already. As the Clash once sang—
cut the crap.

Wait a second. Trump’s picking

on a guy’s neck? Trump? Donald
Trump? Trump ridiculing a man for
the appearance of his neck is a lot
like John Bolton laughing at a guy
for a ridiculous mustache. | mean,
has Trump looked in the mirrorin
the past two years? Has he noticed
what his neck looks like when he
stuffs all the jowly, wattly flesh

of his ever-expanding underchin
into a shirt and tie? Has he noticed
the humorous and totally prurient
flaps, folds and fissures that take
place during such packing? Jesus.

The Super Blooms of California this
year were, amazingly enough, the
real deal. Which is quite the treat
for floral fans, considering that

it was just two years ago, in the
Eyeball-Popping Spring of *17, that

one of the great Super Blooms ever
went down. So to get outrageously
fabulous displays in Anza Borrego
State Park (east of San Diego), Lake
Elsinore (near Temecula), Joshua
Tree National Park, Palm Springs,
the Antelope Valley Poppy Preserve
(outside of Lancaster), and Carrizo
Plain National Monument has been
a wondrous botanical super bonus
indeed.

And it’s still going on. And it’s
not that far away. The deserts of
California, between Olancha and
Mojave, are pretty doggone nice
right now. When combined with
the incredibly healthy snowpack
now draping the mighty peaks of
the Central and Southern Sierra,
well, it’s an occasion where the
word “spectacular” is spot on.
Highway 395, from Reno to Red
Rock Canyon, is one of the great
scenic roads of planet Earth. And
it’s strutting its magnificent stuff
this month, big time. O
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